Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes
July 7, 2025

1. Call to order

A. On July 7, 2025 President Deardorff called the Borough Council to order
at 6:30 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a moment of silence.

B. Roll call was performed. All were present except for the Mayor.
Solicitor Kern and Manager Hogarth were in attendance as well.

2. Citizen comments on agenda items: N/A

3. Consent Agenda: Armbruster made a motion to approve the consent agenda.
Moore seconded. Passed unanimously. Items listed were June 2 minutes, June 17
Minutes, June 2025 Treasurer’s report, Approval of bills to be paid.

4. Reports

A. Hogarth provided Council with the June 2025 Police report.

B. Manager:

i. 11 resumes have been received for the public works position
and interviews will be scheduled next week
ii. No applications have been received for the police officer
position.
iii. The police department was recently awarded its 8
accreditation and premier agency status at the recent PA

Chief’s Conference.
iv. Hogarth will be on vacation from July 25 through August 3.

C. Solicitor: The Solicitor briefed Council on the delinquent tax collection
efforts and provided year-to-date stats.

D. STEMS — N/A

E. Fire Chief — Deardorff reviewed the monthly department stats and
activities




F. Committees
1. Codes — Monthly department activities were reviewed by Burdine
11. Public Safety — No report

iil. Parks and Property — Newcomer briefed everyone on the Little
Valley Summer program and an update on the Little Valley project.

1v. Public Works — Shaw reported there are two agenda items under
new business dealing with public works activities.

v. Personnel — No report

vi. Community and Government — Moore reviewed upcoming events
and asked if Hogarth can investigate why the monthly meetings are
not showing up on the web.

vil. Budget — Armbruster commented we are a month away from the
start of the budget meetings.

viil. Authority — Dry reported that the SWA did not meet in June
because of not having a quorum.

ix. Planning Commission — Stokes said that DCED is bringing back
the Main Street Matters program. The Commission members have
been busy spreading the word about the community survey sent out by
KMS for the STMP project.

S New Business

A. A motion is needed regarding the handicap parking application
submitted by Rodney Owens of 2710 Banks. Council reviewed at the
June Caucus meeting and a motion to approve the sign install was made
by Armbruster and seconded by Moore. Carried unanimously.

B. A motion is needed to spend up to $37,500 as a match requirement for
the County LSA grant award for the master plan for Community Park.
Newcomer made a motion to approve and Burdine seconded. Carried
unanimously.




C. A discussion and if necessary action needed for the handicap parking
application submitted by Tina Thomas of 228 S 29" Street. This action
item, appearing on the June 2025 Council agenda was unanimously
denied because the applicant had off-street parking to the rear of their
property. The applicant attended the June Caucus meeting asking
Council to reconsider as he believed the property did not meet the
definition of off-street parking. The Zoning Officer wrote his opinion to
Council prior to the meeting. The property has a stone base, and the
applicant has consistently parked vehicles on that spot. Kern said it’s
difficult to tell when the property owner(s), present or past, started using
the area for parking but it’s possible that it was prior to the zoning
ordinance therefore is a pre-existing non-conformity. She advised it is
not necessary to take further action if all are satisfied with the action
taken on June 2. No further discussion or action.

D. A discussion and if necessary action on the paving project estimate
submitted by Rettew to pave parts of 30" and 28" streets. Newcomer
asked how much was budgeted for paving. Hogarth reported
$100,000.00. He also commented that this action is to have Rettew
prepare and advertise the bid package and Council would have to
approve any bid received. Newcomer made a motion to have Rettew
advertise the bid package. Shaw seconded. Carried unanimously.

E. Moore received a request from the Grace Outreach Destiny church to
used the Community Park Pavilion the weekend of Aug 22-24™", Council
agreed to have an action item on the July 21 agenda for action asking the
group to agree to provide a certificate of insurance, a refundable deposit
and an approximate amount of attendees. Moore to follow up and report.

F. Armbruster asked that a discussion item be placed to approve the hiring
of a new public works employee replacing Hughes. Shaw said that
because of the new hot box he believes we need to hire someone with a
class A CDL. Hogarth said the gross weight rating on the trailer was less
than 10000 lbs. No further discussion or action.

6. Citizen Comments:

A. Clyde Bateman 2615 Boas commented about PPL lights, illegal vehicles
and a storm 1nlet at Walnut and Hoffer’s Ln.




7. Council comments: N/A

8. Deardorff adjourned the public meeting at 7:20 pm after a motion from
Newcomer and Burdine to move into an executive session.

9. The Executive Session to discuss personnel matters was called to order at
7:33 pm and adjourned at 8:22 pm.

Respectfully submitted and attested,

At

Joseph Hog‘émh
Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary




