
Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

January 2, 2024 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

A. On January 2, 2024 Mayor McDonald called the Borough Council to 

order at 6:30 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a moment of 

silence. 

B. All newly elected and re-elected officials were given their oaths of office 

by Mayor McDonald 

C. Roll call was performed and all elected officials were present along with 

Solicitor Kern and Manager Hogarth. 

 

2. Council Nominations 

 

A. Mayor McDonald accepted nominations for the position of President of 

Council.  N. Shaw nominated Deardorff.  McDonald called for a vote 

and the nomination passed unanimously.  Deardorff took the gavel. 

B. Deardorff accepted nominations for the position of Vice President of 

Council.  Deardorff nominated Newcomer.  A vote was taken, and the 

nomination was unanimously in favor. 

C. Deardorff accepted nominations for the position of President Pro 

Tempore.  Deardorff nominated Dry.  Dry declined the nomination.  Dry 

nominated Shaw.  Deardorff asked for a vote on the nomination and the 

vote was unanimously for. 

 

3.   Citizen comments on agenda items:  N/A 

   

4. Consent Agenda 

 

A.  Armbruster asked that items C and D be removed from the consent 

agenda for discussion.  The approval of minutes and the Treasurer’s 

Report remained.  Newcomer made a motion to approve items A and B 

on the consent agenda.  Seconded by Armbruster.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

B. Armbruster noted that the invoices to USG for sewer line televising were 

being paid from miscellaneous expenses.  Newcomer asked if there was 

an account more applicable such as contracted services.  Armbruster said 

there was not.  Hogarth said the 2024 budget reflects an account line for 



contracted services.  There was no further discussion nor a question.  

Armbruster would also like the financial report to be named “Revenues 

and Expenses” rather than Profit and Loss.  Armbruster made a motion to 

pay the bills.  Seconded by Newcomer and carried unanimously. 

C. Armbruster stated that the appointed official list was missing Paul Goff 

as the property maintenance enforcement officer.  Solictor Kern said it 

was appropriate to not appoint him as he is an employee under the Codes 

Official.  Shaw wanted to discuss not having one person occupy both the 

manager and chief position.  Deardorff said that conversation should be 

had during the 2025 budget meetings and that two salaries were not 

budgeted for 2024.  Burdine asked if there was a conflict with one person 

filling both.  Kern explained that there was not a conflict and why as well 

as the employment agreement facts.  Newcomer made a motion to 

approve the list of appointed officials.  Stokes seconded the motion and it 

carried unanimously. 

 

5. Reports 

 

A. The Mayor provided Council with the December 2023 Police report as 

well as a year-end recap. 

 

B.  Manager  

 i.  Highlights of the two PCCD grants were given to Council and  

Hogarth said he expects the new radios to be in service within the next 

week. 

 ii.  The USG contracting service to televise the sanitary and storm 

sewer lines is almost complete.  Hogarth said the data has been given  

to the borough and work is underway to upload the data into the  

newly acquired GIS software platform. 

 

C. Solicitor – Solicitor Kern reported that a fully executed CBA is now in 

place between the Borough and the public works employees represented 

by AFSCME. 

 

D.  STEMS – No report 

 

E. Fire Chief – The department’s auditor has finished the 2023 audit and is 

prepared to present to Council at an upcoming meeting. 

 

 



 F.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Deardorff reviewed the codes and property maint. stats sent  

to all of Council via email.  Newcomer noted that there are 

enforcement activities other than trash and high weeds/grass. He is  

pleased to see that.    

 

ii. Public Safety – Deardorff explained the Order of Succession to the 

newly elected officials. 

   

iii. Parks and Property –  

 

a.  The committee has met with the Police Athletic League 

regarding the use of the large CP ball field.  Stokes requested 

this be on the January Caucus for further discussion. 

b.  Newcomer reported that H. E. Black is working on plans for 

Little Valley’s phase 2 and 3 projects, with work to start 

sometime this spring. 

 

iv. Public Works – N. Shaw reviewed the monthly activities 

performed by the public works staff. 

  

v. Personnel – No report 

 

vi. Community and Government – No Report 

 

vii. Budget – No report 

 

viii. Authority – The SWA approved payment to Rettew to calculate 

parcel impervious surface at a cost of $4,500.00. This will help the 

Authority evaluate restructuring the fees.  As discussed in a previous 

Council meeting, the SWA has begun to discuss the MOU between 

the SWA and the Borough. 

 

ix. Planning Commission –  

a. The Borough has asked for another permit application 

extension from 2701 Herr St. 

b. There will be a Zoning hearing on Jan 9 for 650 S 28th St 

regarding that SALDO application. 

  



 

 

 

6. New Business 

 

A.  A motion is needed to approve Resolution 2024-1 for the collection of 

the Real Estate and Fire Protection Tax.  Motion to approve from 

Armbruster second by Shaw.  Carried unanimously. 

B.  A motion is needed to approve Resolution 2024-2 for the collection of 

the Municipal Solid Waste Fee.  Motion to approve by Armbruster and 

seconded by Shaw.  Carried unanimously. 

C. A motion is needed to approve Resolution 2024-3 for the collection of 

the Sewer Rental Fees.  Shaw made a motion to approve and Armbruster 

seconded.  Carried unanimously. 

D. A motion is needed to approve Resolution 2024-4 appointing Nick 

Difrancesco, Dauphin County Treasurer, as Tax Collector.  Armbruster 

made a motion to approve and Newcomer Seconded.  Carried 

unanimously. 

E. A motion is needed to approve Resolution 2024-5 appointing Olivia 

Claycomb to the Zoning Hearing Board to a three-year term starting 

January 2, 2024 and Mary Ann O’Leary as an alternate to the Zoning 

Hearing Board to a three-year term effective January 2, 2024.  Dry made 

a motion to approve and Burdine seconded.  Carried unanimously. 

F. A motion is needed to approve Resolution 2024-6 appointing Carmen 

Gonzalez to the Planning Commission for a four-year term effective 

January 2, 2024.  A motion to approve was made by Stokes and seconded 

by Newcomer.  Carried unanimously. 

G. A motion is needed to approve Resolution 2023-25 updated the fee 

schedule to reflect the SALDO escrow.  Newcomer made a motion to 

approve and Armbruster seconded.  Carried unanimously. 

H. A motion is needed to approve Resolution 2024-7 appointing Robin Dry 

to the Storm Water Authority to a five-year term starting January 2, 2024.  

Shaw made a motion to approve and Burdine seconded.  Carried 

unanimously. 

 

   

7.  Visitors to be heard – N/A 

 

 

 



8.  Council comments  

 

A.  Armbruster welcomed the newly elected council members. 

B. Burdine noted that officers were in his neighborhood on Christmas Eve, 

and he wanted to thank them for handling a difficult situation very well. 

 

 

9. N. Shaw made a motion to adjourn the public meeting at 7:34pm.  Seconded 

by Armbruster and carried.   

 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth  

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 


