
Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

September 5, 2023 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

A. On September 5, 2023 President Deardorff called the Borough Council 

to order at 6:30 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a moment of 

silence. 

B. 7 members of Council were present.  Ramper was absent.   

 

2. Action on the minutes 

 

A. On the August 7 council meeting minutes, motion to approve by V. 

Shaw and seconded by Stokes.  Carried unanimously. 

B. On the August 14 budget meeting, motion to approve by Armbruster 

seconded by Dry.  Carried unanimously. 

C. On the August 21 caucus meeting, motion to approve by Dry seconded 

by Stokes.  Carried unanimously. 

D. On the August 28 budget meeting, motion to approve by Armbruster 

seconded by Newcomer.  Carried unanimously. 

  

3.   Citizen comments on agenda items:  N/A 

   

4. Reports 

 

 A.  The Mayor provided Council with the August 2023 Police stats  

 

B.  Treasurer – Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for August 2023.  A 

motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by N. Shaw to accept the 

report.  It was voted on unanimously. 

 

C.  Manager  

 i.  Two memos were presented to Council regarding the Police 

Pension Fund MMO and Non-uniform employee pension fund MMO for 

2024. 

 ii.  Hogarth gave Council an update on the Little Valley Park 

construction project. 

 

D.  Solicitor – Provided her written report to Council members. 



  

 E.  STEMS – No report 

 

 F.  Fire Chief – No report 

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Deardorff reviewed the codes and property maint. stats.   

 

ii. Public Safety –  

 

a.  Order of succession members for August are N. Shaw, 

Newcomer and Armbruster. 

b.  EMC Bloss would like to have a meeting to discuss 

Council’s expectations and direction for the team.  The meeting is 

scheduled for October 11th at 6:30 pm. 

   

iii. Parks and Property –  

 

a.  the committee has now received police incident reports 

involving the parks. 

b.  plans are being finalized for the September 16th Fall Fest 

event at Community Park. 

 

iv. Public Works – Reviewed highlights from the public works 

department for the month of August. 

  

v. Personnel – No report 

 

vi. Community and Government – No report 

 

vii. Budget – The next budget meeting is Monday September 11th 

discussing the public works section of the general fund and the liquid 

fuels fund. 

 

viii. Authority –  

 

 a.  The report for the summer program listed 20 hours of 

education to the 35 participants of the program. 

 



 b.  There will be a rain barrel workshop at the Fall Fest event on 

September 16th. 

 c.  There were 44 delinquent accounts paid this past month and 

6 liens filed by the solicitor.  There are still 724 delinquent accounts 

since the start of the storm water fee collection. 

 

ix. Planning Commission –  

 a.  The commission has been discussing the proposed short term 

rental ordinance, particularly the length of stay requirements and 

recommend the draft as written. 

 b.  The commission continues to discuss the preliminary 

SALDO applicant from 650 S 28th and 2400 Walnut.  Stokes asked if 

Council could give conditional recommendations.  Kern said yes and 

it’s often best if an applicant seeks zoning relief first before 

considering anything else since it’s likely to be less costly.  Stokes 

then asked if they could waive issues since the ordinances don’t 

mention waivers.  Kern said waivers are often granted despite what an 

ordinance may or may not say.  It’s common practice particularly with 

engineering matters. 

 c.  The referendum questions that were to be on the general 

election ballot has been postponed to 2024 after consultation with the 

county’s election officials and solicitor. 

 

5. New Business 

 

A.  A motion is needed to approve the amended Civil Service Regulations 

regarding the inclusion of military discharge qualifications.  A motion to 

approve was made by Dry and seconded by Armbruster.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

B. A motion is needed to approve the Solicitor to perform a legal review of 

the proposed street cut ordinance.  A motion to approve was made by 

Armbruster and seconded by V. Shaw.   N. Shaw asked if the engineer 

had reviewed and provided any comment.  Hogarth said he had not heard 

back from him but would follow up.  Kern said she would hold her 

review, if approved, until the engineer had an opportunity to provide 

comments.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

C. A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2023-19 appointing 

Jacob Bragunier as the Borough’s Zoning Officer.  A motion to approve 



was made by Armbruster and seconded by Dry.  Stokes asked about 

being charged for calls to Barry Isett for questions.  Hogarth reminded 

Council that the Barry Isett representatives said they don’t charge for 

brief phone calls but questions that require review or research would 

likely result in an invoice.    Motion carried unanimously. 

 

D. A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2023-20 appointing 

Barry Isett as the Borough’s third party UCC inspector and plan reviewer 

for commercial and residential properties.  A motion to approve was 

made by Stokes and seconded by Newcomer.  V. Shaw asked if we were 

limited to just one 3rd party inspector.  Deardorff said that was discussed 

at the August Caucus meeting and found that multiple inspectors in the 

past had caused issues.  Motion carried 5-2 with V. Shaw and N. Shaw 

voting against 

 

E. Discussion and if necessary, action on the request of the JT Dorsey 

Foundation to use the Community Room for an event.  Stokes reported 

that the JT Dorsey Foundation would like to use the community room for 

an awards banquet on Oct 25th.  The program had 62 children this past 

year and 28 were from Penbrook.  Further, the Foundation has been 

working with Penbrook officials to expand the parks and seek grants and 

other funding.  Dry made a motion to allow them to use the community 

room at no charge.  The motion was seconded by V. Shaw and carried 

unanimously. 

 

F.  A discussion and if necessary, action on the property tax assessment 

appeal for 2303 Walnut Street.  Kern reported that the Borough received 

notice that the owner of 2303 Walnut was filing an appeal for property tax 

assessment, but she suggested that, considering the value of the property, no 

legal action be taken since that cost would far exceed the taxable value.  No 

further action on this matter. 

   

6.  Visitors to be heard – N/A 

 

7. Council comments –  

 

 a.  Stokes asked if it was necessary to have visitors give their names and/or 

addresses when voicing a complaint if they fear retaliation.  Kern said it is 

necessary for transparency.  Both Deardorff and N. Shaw commented that they 



have had constituents bring concerns to them and then they have made the 

complaint on their behalf. 

 

 a.  Armbruster created a spreadsheet based on the right-to-know data 

provided by the solicitor and believes we’ve lost $54,000 in revenue.  Deardorff 

said the topic should be on the September Caucus meeting agenda for further 

discussion. 

 

8. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Armbruster to pay the bills and seconded by V. 

Shaw.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

9. Deardorff is requesting an Executive Session to discuss a legal matter.  The 

public meeting was adjourned at 7:26 pm and the executive session was called to 

order at 7:30pm and adjourned at 7:37 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth  

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 


