
Penbrook Borough Budget Meeting 

August 14, 2023 

 

1.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.  Members present were Dry, Stokes, Deardorff, 

N. Shaw and Armbruster.  Lt. Foltz was there to represent the police department. 

 

2.  Hogarth reviewed 01.410 section of the General Fund which are proposed expenses related to 

the Police Department.  Comments and topics of discussion included: 

 A.  01.410.110, the Chief’s salary needs to be determined by the elected officials.  Once 

determined Hogarth will add the data to the spreadsheet. 

 B.  01.410.117, Part-time administrative support is a new non-uniform position paid for 

by the PCCD L.E. Support grant. 

 C.  01.410.191, Uniforms/Maintenance needs an increase because there are three officer’s 

vests that will be expiring in 2024 and need replaced at a cost of approximately $2,000/vest.  

This is partially offset by a grant to reimburse 50% of body armor expenses. 

 D.  01.410.197, Uniform Pension MMO.  Hogarth received the worksheet to tabulate the 

non-uniform MMO but not the police pension cost.  He hopes to have that soon and will update 

the data no later than the September Council meeting which is when he anticipates the MMO 

memos to be presented. 

 E.  01.410.320 Police Telephones.  Hogarth said the Comcast contract cost will increase 

for 2024 but more of those expenses are being split between 01.410, 01.401 and the Sewer fund.  

In the past other alternatives have been looked at but we need to take this more seriously in the 

future because the costs are so high.  Armbruster asked about issuing the officers cell phones and 

just keeping one line in the office.  Hogarth said he would explore the cost to see which is more 

affordable. 

 F.  01.410.321 Communications.  This includes copier lease, MS365 costs and hardware 

expenses.  Hogarth reported that there are two computers that need replaced in 2024.  V. Shaw 

asked how old they were.  Hogarth said they predate his employment but a couple of years or 

more so at least 7 years old.  Shaw agreed that’s too old. 

 G.  01.410.325 Website.   Hogarth asked about getting rid of the Crimewatch website and 

having Rick Levandusky add a tab to the Borough’s main page.  Questions were asked about 

features offered by Crimewatch which are many but rarely used because staff doesn’t have time 

to post on all the pages available.  Often information is being posted to either FB or the main 

website by Rick. 

 H.  The final proposed number for the Police budget is not available until the Chief’s 

salary and officer’s pension costs are added.  Hogarth pointed out that if 2023 numbers are used 



for those two fields the total is $864,998 however $134,754 of those expenses are being 

reimbursed by grants so that brings the total to nearly $46,000 less than last year’s number of 

$775,993.00. 

 

3.  Adjournment at 7:24 and the Manager asked for an Executive Session to brief Council on a 

legal issue.  Executive Session adjourned at 7:30. 

 

Respectfully submitted. 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth 

 

Borough Secretary 


