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September 16th - SAVE THE DATE!  IN THIS ISSUE: 

• Community News 

• Information for New 
Voters 

• Fall Stormwater 
Tips 

• Property of Merit 

• Borough Meetings 

• STEMS Info 

LEAF PICK-UP SCHEDULE FOR 2023 

Penbrook Borough  150 South 28th Street   Penbrook/Harrisburg Pennsylvania   17103    (717)  232-3733 

PENBROBOROUGH NEWS 

 FALL 2023 

IMPORTANT 

EVENTS 

 
Sept 4 - Labor Day 

 

Sept 16 - Penbrook Fall Festival 
 

Oct 9th—Indigenous Peoples 
Day 

 
Oct 31st - Trick or Treat 

 
Nov 7th—Election Day 

 
Nov 23rd—Thanksgiving 

 

 
Mark Your Calendar ! 

 

Borough Website: www.penbrook.org @penbrookPA  

  
To get rid of  the leaves from your property, sweep them into the street at the curb, during the 
week when your section of the Borough will have them collected.  Please do not call the Bor-
ough Offices to have your leaves picked up, they will be collected on the schedule below.  The 
dividing line between the North and South sides of the Borough is Walnut Street. If you are liv-
ing north of Walnut, including the north side of Walnut Street, use the North Side Schedule, if 
not, use the South Side Schedule. Collection will be starting each week below. The starting day 
for each week is listed below. 
 
North of Walnut Street South of Walnut Street 
October  2nd & 16th October 9th & 23rd 
November 6th & 20th November 13th & 27th 
December 4th  December 11th 
 
Leaf collection ends after the first snowfall, or December 11th, whichever comes first. 

Notice:  All future pick up of woody 
waste by the trash collectors will be 
on the 4th Thursday of each month 
from April to October, and 11/15/23 

Join us at Community Park on Saturday September 16th for Food, Fun and Games all 
free for the Penbrook Community from 3 PM to 6PM. Everyone is Welcome. There will 
be presentations for the Properties of Merit, See which neighbors won this year. Free 
food from the Penbrook Lions, Face Painting, Walk with a Doc and so much more. Come 
and meet your neighbors, Council members,  and community leaders. 
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TV Channels for Emergency Alerts 
WHTM    Channel 27 

WHP  Channel 21 
WGAL Channel 8 

Emergency Dial 9-1-1 

 BOROUGH  MEETINGS 
 

• Council Meetings—6:30pm 
Monday at the Community 
Building on Sept 5th (Tue), 
Oct 2nd, Nov 6th and Dec 
4th. 

 
• Caucus Meetings - 6:30pm 

Monday at the Community 
Building on Sep 18th, Oct 
16th, Nov 20th and Dec 
18th 

 
• Penbrook Authority  - 6:30 

pm Meetings Wednesday at 
the Community Building on  

       Third Wednesday of each                             
 month 
 
       All Meetings are held at the 
Penbrook Community Center, 
150 S. 28th Street, Harrisburg, 
PA 17103. 717-232-3733 
 
       The building is handicap 
accessible from the Elm Street 
side.  
 

       Penbrook Revitalization 
meets the 3rd Thursday of the 
month at 6:30PM at the Bor-
ough Building. 
 
 
 

Emergency Numbers and        
Information Contacts 

POLICE  & FIRE Emergency —  Call 911 
Police Non-Emergency– 717-558-6900 

RADIO Stations for Emergency Alerts 
WNNK 104 FM 
WRKZ 107 FM 

WIMX 1460 AM/99.3 FM 

1ST WARD COUNCIL 
Robin Dry -  717-612-2840 
ward1b@penbrook.org 
Nathan Newcomer 
ward1a@penbrook.org 

2ND WARD COUNCIL 
Dave Deardorff-   717-238-2665 
ward2b@penbrook.org 
Ben Stokes - 717-580-7695 
ward2a@penbrook.org 

3RD WARD COUNCIL 
Nathaniel Shaw-717-925-0040 

ward3b@penbrook.org 
Vicki Shaw –717-925-0040 
ward3a@penbrook.org 

4TH WARD COUNCIL 
Kevin Ramper -  717-238-4408 
ward4b@penbrook.org 
Jim Armbruster - 717-234-3491 
ward4a@penbrook.org 

PENBROOK MAYOR 
John McDonald  
717-756-0484  
mayor@penbrook.org 

 If you smell smoke, witness or are a victim of a crime or are involved in a serious 
accident, Dial 9-1-1. When a child, senior citizen, or handicapped person is lost, 
confused or needs help, Dial 9-1-1. 
 
Did you know you can Dial 9-1-1 from a cell phone even if you do not have a ser-
vice plan! So remember not to let children use old cell phones as toys. 
 
If you accidentally Dial 9-1-1 by mistake, stay on the line until the call is answered 
and explain that you dialed by mistake.  If you hang up, the dispatcher will try to 
call you back and if they can not reach you , they will send emergency personnel! 
 
When you Dial 9-1-1, give the dispatcher your name, the number you are calling 
from, your location and the reason you are calling.  Remain calm, speak clearly, 
and answer all the dispatcher’s questions. Remember, they are there to help, but 
can only help if they know what you need. 

Penbrook Lions and Leo Club News 

The Lions and Leo Clubs are happy to announce they are recipients of several grants to 
help the Penbrook community.  They received the 2023 Healing the Planet Grant for 
$10,000 from Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful (KPB) and the Giant Co. This grant aims to edu-
cate the community on food waste prevention , reduction and recovery efforts.  They also 
received a $4,500 matching fund grant from the Northeast Pennsylvania Lions . These 
funds will be used to improve and expand their Community Garden and to educate 
Penbrook residents on how they can reduce the food waste going to landfills. The Leos and 
Lions introduced this educational component at the recently ended Little Valley Summer 
Park Program. Kids planted veggies at the garden, learned about composting as well as 
how to make meals and snacks from leftover foods. The garden expansion will include ad-
ditional raised beds, a water pump and a permanent fence. 
 
To learn more about food waste reduction, adults may contact the Penbrook Lions Club at 
lionvickyd@gmail,com.  Kids ages 6 to 17 may contact the Penbrook Leos Club by emailing 
Carmen at csgrun@gmail.com 

Little Valley Park Free Summer Program Review 

· The Little Valley Park Summer Program has concluded for 2023. During the 
weeks of this program campers learned about: 
 
     Fire Safety at Home from the Citizens Fire Co.  #1 of Penbrook 
     Art Instruction from Jolie Hussie 
     Composting and Recycling presented by Tammy Sweger 
     Detecting Gas Odors in the Home from UGI Representatives 
     There were also Fitness Events, Awards and a Pizza Party. 

 
All participants were provided with free T-Shirts from the program and were guid-
ed by Mayor McDonald and Community Leaders. 



 

 

 
 

 Five quarts of waste oil can create 
an oil slick the size of two football 
fields or pollute a million gallons of 
drinking water. 

 Antifreeze is very poisonous to 
people and animals. Because of its 
sweet taste and smell, antifreeze 
may attract children or pets and 
other animals. Drinking only three 
ounces may kill an adult and even 
less will kill children or pets. 

 Phosphates in soap are a form of 
fertilizer that causes excess weed 
and/or algae growth. Weeds and 
algae decompose and consume 
oxygen needed by fish, frogs, and 
crayfish. 

 More than 95 percent of an 
automotive battery can be 
recycled, including the old battery 
acid, which can be turned into 
chemicals used for laundry 
detergent. 
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FACT SHEET: Auto Care and Water Pollution  

We all know cars cause air pollution. But did you know cars also cause water pollution? 
As we drive, our cars and trucks leave “car dirt”—bits of tires, brakes, and rusty metal 
on the street. When we park, our cars and trucks leave oil, grease, and transmission 
fluid stains on driveways and parking lots. Cars also collect leaking oils and other fluids 
and can accumulate other “road dirt.” Less visible are the tiny exhaust particles that 
gradually settle out of the air or come down with rain or snow. 
 
What happens to the "car dirt,” “road dirt,” and oils and fluids when it rains? Rain and 
melting snow wash these pollutants off our cars, and they flow across the pavement, 
down the gutter, into storm drains, and ultimately into our waterways.  
 
Even on sunny days, polluted water continues to flow out of storm sewers. To 
understand the effects of stormwater runoff, take a walk to a small stream in your 
town. Is the water clear or is it cloudy? Do you see soapsuds or oily sheens floating on 
the water? Cloudy water can be from “road dirt” washed in to the storm sewer. 
Soapsuds may have come from someone washing their car in their driveway. Oily 
sheens may come from leaking cars or from someone dumping fluids down a storm 
drain. These scenarios are real and negatively affect the environment. 
 
You can help stop this kind of pollution! Explain to your family and friends that storm 
sewers do not connect to sewer plants. Instead, they carry water directly to our creeks 
and rivers. Outlined below are helpful tips for proper auto care: 
 
 Recycle Used Motor Oil and Antifreeze 

Never pour oil or antifreeze down storm drains or use them to kill weeds. You can 
recycle old motor oil and antifreeze. Store used oil and antifreeze in an airtight 
plastic jug or metal can and take it to a community oil-recycling center. Check with 
your local Borough, Township, or County Solid Waste Authority for an authorized 
used oil/antifreeze drop-off center. Your local gas station, auto repair shop, or 
auto parts store may also accept used oil/antifreeze.  

 
 Use Commercial Car Washes 

Commercial car washes are a good way to protect our creeks and rivers from 
pollutants. Most commercial car washes recycle their wash water. Any water that 
is not suitable for reuse goes to a sewer treatment plant for pollutant removal. If 
you wash cars on a paved driveway or parking lot, the dirty, soapy water runs 
down the streets, traveling into the storm sewer, and eventually ends up in our 
waterways. If you must wash your car at home, wash it on the lawn where the 
soapy water will soak into the ground, filtering out many of the pollutants. 
 

 Care for your Car…and your Environment 
Of course, not driving is the best way to reduce pollution from our cars. Heavily 
traveled streets and highways produce the greatest amounts of polluted runoff. 
The runoff from heavily traveled streets can contain enough zinc, lead, or copper 
to kill fish and other aquatic life. If you cannot use public transportation, 
implementing the following best practices will help you maintain your vehicle as 
well as a healthy and thriving environment: 
 
 Keep your car tuned up and running efficiently. A properly tuned car causes 

less air and water pollution. 
 Promptly repair any oil, grease, antifreeze, or transmission fluid leaks, and 

clean up any spots using cat litter or other absorbent material. 
 Recycle used vehicle batteries. Most auto parts stores will accept old 

batteries at no charge; some will even pay you for them. 
 Sparingly use paints, polishes, and cleaners as many of them are toxic. 

Never pour these liquids down storm drains. 

 
 

 
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY FUNDRAISER  
Are you thinking of having a car wash to raise money for charity? Have you thought 
about teaming up with a local commercial car wash and selling car wash tickets? You 
would be helping your charity, your local economy, and your environment.  
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PENBROOK COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS—FALL 2023 

PENBROOK LIONS CLUB - LITTLE LIBRARIES 2023 PENBROOK PROPERTY OF MERIT 

This Newsletter was personally delivered to you free of 
charge by members of the Penbrook Leos Club.  Show 
your support by a generous donation. 

Did you know that you can contact your member 
of Council whenever you have a concern?  Each 
member of Borough Council has their own email 
address listed at the bottom of Page 2. Many 
times Council member cannot be reached by 
phone because they are at work or away, but all 
can be reached by email. 

Everyone is invited to enjoy our four little libraries right 
here in Penbrook! 

 
The little libraries are located: 
 
• In the lobby of our Community Building 

 
• At the Community Park Pavilion 

 
• At Elm Street Station Park and 

 
• At Little Valley Park. 
 
These little libraries range from book shelves, benches, to 
little cabinets filled with free books for all ages! 
 
Pick a book, sit under a tree and let the adventure begin! 
 
lionvickyd@gmail.com 

      

 
Penbrook Revitalization Inc.   

 
The 2023 Penbrook Property of Merit Awards 
will be announced at the Penbrook Fall Fest at 

5:00 PM on September 16th. 
 
Come and celebrate the winners of 2023, view 

pictures of their accomplishments and learn 
how you can be considered for an award in 
2024,  

Susquehanna Township EMS is the ambulance system 
that services Penbrook. You will never know when you 
will need this experienced life saving service. On your 
worst day these skilled emergency medical personnel will 
be there to help.  They also need your help to continue 
this vital service. They accept whatever insurance your 
company provides to reduce your out-of-pocket costs 
 
A membership of $50 for individuals, $60 for couples and 
just $75 for families of any size covers you for a full year 
from Sept 1 through Aug 31. Go to their website at 
www.stems.us and click on “Memberships”. 

VOTE ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7th. 
YOUR VOTE IS  

YOUR VOICE IN GOVERNMENT! 

Using Rain Barrels to Save Water and Reduce Polution 

On Saturday , September 16th, there will be  a demonstration and discussion  
of the use of Rain Barrels at the Penbrook Fall Festival.  Rain Barrels catch 
water from you downspouts and allow you to use it to water your lawn or 
refresh your flowerbeds.  The water is free and barrels have a spigot at the 
bottom to attach a regular garden hose.  

STEMS Will Save Your Life 

Protect your family,  Join STEMS Now! 



 3 

 

Penbrook Historical Society News INFORMATION FOR NEW VOTERS 

www.PAVoterServices.pa.gov  

EMERGENCY ALERT RADIO STATIONS: 
WHP 580 AM/WRBT 94.9 FM 

  
EMERGENCY ALERT TV STATIONS: 
WHTM 27 WHP 21      WGAL 8 

The Penbrook Historical Society will be placing several historical items 
from their cache on display for your enjoyment during the election in the 
Community Room at the Borough Hall. The Society regularly changes 
items in its permanent collection so you may see many new and novel 
items on display. In addition, the collection includes the inner steel door 
to the bank vault from the former Penbrook Bank on permanent display 
in the Community Room. 
 
In addition, the members of the Society will be offering for sale some of 
the most delicious and decadent pastries and baked goods on the day of 
the election, in the Caucus Room, directly across the hallway from the 
Community Room. 
 
The Historical Society is well known in the local area for their scrump-
tious delicacies. Pastries, cookies, and other confections will go quickly 
and early voters will have the best chances for choosing from the widest 
selections.  

Phone Numbers for Borough Personnel. 
Dial 717-232-3733 then select one of the following: 
 

• #1—Admin Assistant/Stormwater 
• #2—Codes Department 
• #3—Property Maintenance 
• #4—Borough Manager/Police Chief 
 
 

If you have a Police or Fire Emergency Dial 911 
 

For Police Non-Emergencies call Dauphin County Dis-
patch   at  717– 558-6900 
 

SCHOOL IS IN 
Drivers are reminded to drive carefully through-
out the residential areas of the Borough.  Chil-
dren will run between cars in order to catch the 
school bus.  

FALL STORMWATER TIPS Walk With A Doc 

 

Tuesday September 12th, 5:30PM at Detweiler Park with Dr. 
Christine Brussock. 
 
Sunday October 15th  2 PM at Five Senses Garden with the 
Penn State  Stroke Prevention Team 
 
Saturday November 4th at Fort Hunter Greenbelt Extension 
with Dr. Brussock. All walks are free. Bring your own water 
and snacks if desired and wear appropriate shoes.  

 

TRASH & RECYCLING TOTERS 
Please remember to return both your trash 
and recycling toters to your property after 

they are emptied,  NOT  IN  THE 
STREET —  THANK YOU! 

Halloween Trick or Treat Returns 
 

After an absence of several years because of 
the pandemic and other reasons, traditional 
neighborhood Trick or Treat will return to the 
Borough on October 31st from 6PM to 8PM. 
The Lions Club of Penbrook will also be offer-
ing free cider at the Community Building at the 
same time. ADULTS ACOMPANY THE KIDS! 

1. Sweep grass clippings and fertilizer from driveways, 
sidewalks and streets. Don’t forget to sweep along 
the curbs too. 

 
2. Fall is the best time to fertilize and control weeds, 

but use chemicals carefully so they don’t get into 
nearby inlets and end up in streams.  

 
3. Please pick up after your pet, especially when the 

weather turns colder. Pet waste contains both phos-
phorus and nitrogen and even harmful bacteria 
which can kill fish and pollute our streams. 

 
4. During your Fall tune-up of your car or lawn equip-

ment, be careful not to send gasoline and oil down 
into the street. Petroleum products such as these 
can kill as soon as they reach the waterway. 

The offices will be closed Sept. 4th,  Oct 9th,  
Nov. 23rd and 24th, Dec. 25th and Jan 1, 2024. 

http://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/

