
Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

June 5, 2023 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

A. On June 5, 2023 President Deardorff called the Borough Council to 

order at 6:32 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a prayer from 

Pastor Halliday. 

B. 7 members of Council and the Mayor were present.  Ramper was absent.   

 

2. Action on the minutes 

 

A. On the May 1 Council minutes, motion to approve by Dry and seconded 

by Newcomer.  Carried unanimously 

 

B. On the May 15 Caucus minutes, motion to approve by Newcomer and 

seconded by Armbruster.  Carried unanimously 

  

3.   Citizen comments on agenda items:  NONE 

   

4. Reports 

 

 A.  Mayor McDonald provided Council with the May 2023 Police stats  

 

B.  Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for May 2023.  

A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by Newcomer to accept 

the report.  It was voted on unanimously. 

 

C.  Manager – 

 

 i.  The PCCD Law Enforcement Support Grant that was awarded 

several months ago has been released so the new Motorola radios for the 

police department will be ordered soon and details for the administrative 

position being filled by Officer Baldwin will be worked out as well.  Both of 

those initiatives are being paid by the grant. 

 ii.  There will be new officer testing on June 12th to hire a potential 

applicant.  This full-time police officer position is being paid by the PCCD 

Gun Violence Grant that was awarded in January. 



 iii.  The Auditor General’s staff will be coming in on June 22nd to 

perform an audit of the Liquid Fuels Fund for 2020 and 2021. 

 iv.  The monies invested in the PLGIT Term accounts will be 

maturing soon and the Manager would like to meet with members of the 

budget committee to review his plans for what to do moving forward. 

 

D.  Solicitor – No report 

  

 E.  STEMS – No report 

 

 F.  Fire Chief – Chief Murphy reviewed stats for the month of May 

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Deardorff reviewed the codes and property maint. stats.   

 

ii. Public Safety – Order of succession members for June are Ramper, 

Stokes and V Shaw   

   

iii. Parks and Property –  

 

a.  Discussed upcoming events including the children’s summer 

program 

b.  Gave special thanks to Deardorff and Armbruster for their 

donations to the program 

 

iv. Public Works – Reviewed May’s highlights from the public works 

department 

  

v. Personnel – There is an action item on the agenda to authorize the 

Solicitor to review the draft policy manual 

 

vi. Community and Government –  

 

 a.  The committee is seeking donations for the backpack 

program. 

 b.  post cards will be mailed out to draw attention to the movie 

nights 

 

vii. Budget – No report 



 

viii. Authority – The basin project is underway, and the members have 

been working to finalize the budget. 

 

ix. Planning Commission – The Commission continues to work on the 

comprehensive plan as well as the referendum questions and parking 

restrictions issues. 

 

5. New Business 

 

A.  Approval is needed to have the engineer prepare and solicit bids for 

paving Swartz from Hillside to 31st and 32nd from Hoffer to Charles and 

part of Charles.  Manager Hogarth advised that estimated costs to replace 

the sewer line under Swartz is too expensive and is recommending line 

the pipe.  A motion to approve was made by V Shaw and seconded by 

Dry.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

B. A motion is needed to approve the lower of the two costars bids to 

televise the storm and sanitary sewer lines throughout the borough.  That 

bid was provided by USG and will be paid from the grant received this 

past spring.  A motion to approve was made by Armbruster and seconded 

by Stokes.   The motion carried unanimously. 

 

C. A motion is needed to authorize Solicitor Kern to review the draft 

employee policy manual prepared by the Personnel Committee and the 

Manager.  A motion to approve was made by Dry and seconded by N 

Shaw.  Armbruster asked if there was a cost estimate.  Kern said there’s 

no way to tell but she would be as efficient as possible with review and 

revision.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

D. A discussion and if necessary action on the Mayor’s request to serve 

alcohol at a fund raising event at Community Park on June 24th.  The 

Solicitor commented that this should be considered the same as any other 

private citizen consuming alcohol in the park which is generally 

prohibited and if authorized, Council should be prepared for other such 

requests.  V Shaw commented that if authorized, Council isn’t 

necessarily supporting a political candidate and has authorized similar 

things such as the Fire Department temporary alcohol license for their 

fund raiser.  Armbruster made a motion to allow the consumption for this 

event.  Seconded by Dry.  Motion carried unanimously.  



 

E. Discussion and if necessary, action on cancelling the July 3rd Council 

meeting.  Deardorff said that because the way the July 4th holiday falls 

the meeting on Monday the 3rd is in between the holiday and the 

preceding weekend.  He’s seeking input from Council as to whether the 

meeting should be cancelled so everyone can enjoy the holiday if they so 

choose.  The Solicitor said this would be allowed because there is the 

public meeting scheduled for July 17th.  There was no dissention but the 

Solicitor suggested that action for this should be held at the June 20th 

meeting just in case something comes up that Council needs to keep the 

meeting on the schedule. 

   

6.  Visitors to be heard  

 

a.  Clyde Bateman, 2615 Boas commented about yard waste and asked if 

bars on windows were allowed.  Armbruster commented that they were 

allowed if they can be opened from the inside. 

 

b.  Pastor Halliday from Penbrook Church of God announced that the 

church’s community picnic will be July 15 from 11a-2p and like usual is free 

to all. 

 

c.  Steve Garisto 2531 Boas commented about fireworks on Memorial Day 

and illegal vehicles.   

 

d.  Anthony Owens, 113 N 30th asked if there was a decision made about 

allowing chickens.  Deardorff commented no and changing zoning 

ordinances will take a bit of time after researching what the best course of 

action should be for the Borough. 

 

7. Council comments – Ben Stokes thanked resident Clyde Bateman for 

picking up trash throughout the community. 

 

8. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by V Shaw to pay the bills and seconded by 

Armbruster.  Armbruster asked about three invoices answered by Hogarth.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 



9. The Manager is requesting an Executive Session to discuss a personnel 

matter and Deardorff called to order at 7:30pm. The public meeting was 

reconvened at 7:44pm 

 

10. A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by V Shaw to allow the 

Manager to terminate public works employee Seidu Issah.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

11. Armbruster made a motion seconded by N Shaw to adjourn the meeting at 

7:50pm.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth  

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 


