
 

 

 
Penbrook Borough 

Caucus Meeting 
Minutes 

June 20, 2023 
6:30 PM 

  
 
1.  Call to order and roll call: President Deardorff called the public meeting to order at 
6:30 pm.  The Mayor arrived at 6:37 pm. Ramper was absent. 
 
2.  Manager’s Report  
 
 i.  Motorola radios, paid for by the PCCD LE Support grant have been ordered. 

ii. Public works applicant Shaun Trude has been given a conditional offer of    
employment. 
iii. The Civil Service Commission has certified the list of police officer applicants 
and the lone applicant on the list, Krista Toth has been given a conditional offer of 
employment. 
iv.  Interest earnings from the 6-month PLGIT investment resulted in $61,862.32.  
One million each from the General and Sewer funds have been rolled into a 3- 
month investment. 

 
3.  Discussion and Action Items 
 
 A.  Dry requested a discussion regarding feral and stray cats and the TNR 
program.  The cost is out of pocket being paid mostly by one resident.  Dry is asking if 
the Borough could subsidize the cost or partial cost.  V Shaw commented that residents 
should be satisfied with the service that’s provided and asked how many cats were 
treated this year.  Dry said 5 so far this year.  Deardorff said the TNR ordinance was set 
up so that organizers would seek sponsors.  When the media attention was on this topic 
the room was full of those willing to help financially.  Where are those people now? 
 
 B.  Hogarth asked for a determination regarding the tar buggy and line painter 
that was on a past agenda for disposal.  There was a new carburetor installed on the 
line painter but that didn’t work.  How much does Council want to invest to get it running 
again.  N Shaw said if it’s brought to his house he will work on it.  N Shaw said we own 
the tar buggy and even though it’s not being used or hasn’t been used in some time it’s 
wise to keep it.  
 
 C. Regarding the short-term rental ordinance proposal, Kern reviewed the draft 
that was given to Council in May.  There has been no feedback to this point.  Newcomer 
commented that other than not having an ordinance concerning short-term rentals he is 
unsure what we’re trying to accomplish with writing one.  Kern responded that our 
current ordinances could be interpreted that they are allowed in areas that Council and 
or the community may not want them.  V Shaw pointed out that the draft only allows 



 

 

them in the Village and commercial districts.  Armbruster asked if existing properties 
would be grandfathered.  Kern said yes.  Deardorff suggested it be on the July Caucus 
meeting to allow the Planning Commission to provide feedback after discussing at their 
next meeting.  Newcomer asked if it needs to be changed to allow for them to be 
subject to licensing.  Kern responded that licensing should be put in its own section and 
have a more thorough ordinance referencing the zoning ordinance.  
 
 D.  A discussion and if necessary action on Resolution 2023-16 appointing an 
assistant borough secretary.  Kern is recommending the appointment of one of the 
elected officials to act as the borough secretary in Hogarth’s absence.  Vicky Shaw 
agreed to be appointed.  Stokes made a motion to approve the resolution with V Shaw 
as the appointee.  Seconded by Deardorff.  Carried unanimously. 
 
 E.  Council reviewed two handicap parking applications submitted.  One from 
2726 Boas and the other from 510 S 30th.  Armbruster pointed out that both applications 
do not meet the requirements of the ordinance due to off street parking.  Armbruster 
made a motion to reject the application for 2726 Boas St.  Seconded by Newcomer.  
Carried unanimously.  Armbruster then made a motion to reject the application for 510 
30th St.  That was seconded by N Shaw.  Carried unanimously. 
 
 F.  A discussion regarding Resolution 2023-17 defining the powers of the borough 
manager reference employment practices, powers, and duties.  A motion was made by 
V Shaw to approve the resolution.  Seconded by Armbruster.  Carried unanimously. 
 
 G.  The manager asked if there was any interest to participate in National Night 
Out on August 1.  V Shaw said that elected officials and officers walking the 
neighborhood was not productive last year and there’s no interest in having a large-
scale event at the park.  All agreed not to participate in the event. 
 
 H.  Solicitor Kern advised Council that Harrisburg City is choosing to agree to just 
one year extension of the IMA for trash and recycling.  She spoke to the City’s attorney 
and believes that the reason for not agreeing to both years does not indicate an 
unwillingness to extend further.  She will draft an agreement for the August Council 
meeting.  Hogarth commented that he is hearing from many municipal managers the 
difficulty with getting haulers to bid for contracts and the few that are bidding are seeing 
cost increases significantly higher than years past.  He believes the relationship with the 
City is in the Borough’s best interests considering this. 
 
 I.  A motion is needed to approve canceling the July 3, 2023 Council meeting due 
to holiday scheduling and lack of business to be discussed.  There will be a Council 
meeting on July 17.  Armbruster made a motion to cancel the July 3 meeting.  
Seconded by V Shaw.  Carried unanimously. 
 
  
4.  Citizen Comments – N/A 
 



 

 

5.  Council Comments – Armbruster asked the Solicitor for comments on section 903 of 
the Borough Code.  The Solicitor suggested that if a discussion needs to take place that 
it be placed on a future agenda. 
 
 
6.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 pm 
 
  
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
 
Joseph Hogarth 
Borough Secretary 


