
 

 

 
Penbrook Borough 

Caucus Meeting 
Minutes 

May 15, 2023 
6:30 PM 

  
 
1.  Call to order and roll call: President Deardorff called the public meeting to order at 
6:30 pm.  Stokes, Ramper and the Mayor were absent. 
 
2.  Manager’s Report – No report 
 
3.  Discussion and Action Items 
 
 A.  Solicitor Kern reviewed the email received by our insurance carrier and 
provided some background.  Web sites belonging to governments need to comply with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act and several municipalities have been challenged or 
sued by individuals.  When the email was received, Manager Hogarth sent it to the 
Solicitor, Council person Vicki Shaw and web master Rick Levandusky.  Levandusky 
was in attendance and reported that the web page, according to a “checker app” is 
nearly 100 percent ADA compliant.  Levandusky said there was nothing he could do 
with the link to Facebook.  Newcomer asked how often we will check for compliance or 
relevance.  N Shaw suggested, since the contract with Levandusky is renewed yearly, 
that we write that into the contract.  V Shaw suggested taking a screen shot of the page 
that shows the percentage of compliance and keep it on file for proof. 
 
 B.  A discussion regarding the handicap parking sign ordinance requirements.  At 
the May Council meeting, Tilear Reid of Baker Street addressed Council after she was 
denied a sign.  Most sign applications are denied because the property has off-street 
parking which is stated in the ordinance as a reason for denial.  Reid argued her 
property, despite the off-street parking and garage, does not allow for convenient and 
safe ingress and egress for her handicapped mother.  The Solicitor reviewed the 
ordinance and does see language that would allow Council to approve an application 
despite the off-street parking however she cautions that the language is very subjective 
and may open the door to Council having to approve applications not on objective facts 
or circumstances but how well someone might be able to make their case.  Newcomer 
asked if the signs can be restricted to a vehicle or residence.  Kern said the law does 
allow for that.  Hogarth said that was discussed several years ago when the fee was 
enacted, but Council decided not to restrict to a specific person.  Deardorff said Council 
had looked into permit parking throughout the borough but it was believed that would 
cause more issues than it solved.  Armbruster said he suggested to Reid that she build 
a ramp.   
 
 



 

 

 C. Hogarth reviewed several streets that need to be paved.  Paving was to take 
place in 2022 but with the public works staff turnover it was delayed until this year.  
Some of the streets have sewer or storm water lines sub-surface and Hogarth believes 
that infrastructure should be replaced before the paving is done.   
 
 31st and Charles:  31st Street, south of the intersection with Hoffer is eroded and 
causing issues with the storm sewer inlets.  These streets can just be paved as the sub-
surface materials are fairly new. 
 
 Swartz:  The particular part of the street that needs rebuilt connects 
perpendicular streets, 31st and Hillside streets.  There is a clay sewer line that should be 
replaced at the same time.  Newcomer asked if there was money in the budget for it.  
Hogarth said the sewer project was not budgeted but there is money in the sewer fund 
and the sewer capital reserve fund.  The paving was budgeted and needs done but to 
do so without replacing the sewer line is not desirable. 
 
 Ferndale:  Hogarth reported this is a complicated issue and will likely have to wait 
until 2024 since it involves paving, sewer and stormwater.  Currently there is no storm 
sewer lines under the roadway but there are water and drainage issues. 
 
 Nate Shaw believes the first two projects make sense to do this year but waiting 
on Ferndale.  Hogarth will ask the engineer for updated cost estimates to present at the 
June Council meeting along with an action item to have the bid documents prepared.  
 
 D.  Deardorff asked if there were any comments, questions, or recommended 
changes to the proposed policy manual.  There were none.  Hogarth will have an action 
item on the June Council agenda to have the Solicitor review the policy manual.   
 
 The other software could replace the iWorq software currently used by the Codes 
department.  This would come at a significant cost savings but the cost to transfer the 
data is $16,000.  Newcomer said he would like to see other proposals.  This is 
something that will likely be discussed during the budget meetings this fall. 
 
 E.  Solicitor Kern led a discussion about the proposed ordinance amendment to 
include short-term rental properties.  A copy of the draft was presented to Council.  It 
was decided that a further review of the draft will be done by each member with more 
discussion to be scheduled at the June Caucus meeting. 
 
 F.  Solicitor Kern reviewed the draft resolution regarding the two-year contract 
extension for the inter-municipal agreement with the City of Harrisburg for trash and 
recycling collection.  There were no comments and questions from Council.  Hogarth will 
send to the City of Harrisburg for their review and comments. 
 
  
 
   



 

 

4.  Citizen Comments – N/A 
 
5.  Council Comments – N/A 
 
6.  Manager Hogarth requested an executive session to discuss a legal matter 
regarding collective bargaining.  Deardorff adjourned the public meeting at 8:15 and 
called the executive session to order at 8:16.  
 
7.  The executive session was adjourned at 8:28 pm 
 
  
 
Respectfully submitted. 
 
 
 
 
Joseph Hogarth 
Borough Secretary 


