
Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

May 1, 2023 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

A. On May 1, 2023 President Deardorff called the Borough Council to 

order at 6:33 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a prayer from 

Pastor Halliday. 

B. 5 members of Council were present.  V Shaw, N Shaw and Ramper were 

absent.   

 

2. Action on the minutes 

 

A. On the April 3 Council minutes, motion to approve by Armbruster and 

seconded by Dry.  Carried unanimously 

 

B. On the April 17 Caucus minutes, motion to approve by Newcomer and 

seconded by Stokes.  Carried unanimously 

  

3.   Citizen comments on agenda items:  NONE 

   

4. Reports 

 

 A.  Mayor McDonald provided Council with the April 2023 Police stats  

 

B.  Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for April 2023.  

A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by Newcomer to accept 

the report.  It was voted on unanimously. 

 

C.  Manager – No report 

 

D.  Solicitor  

 i.  There are three action items on the agenda involving ordinances 

and a resolution tied to one of the ordinances.  Legal notices were advertised 

as required and appeared on 4/23/23. 

 ii.  As requested the summer parks program waiver was reviewed, 

changes made and sent to the Parks Sub-committee for distribution and 

posting. 

  



 E.  STEMS – No report 

 

 F.  Fire Chief – No report 

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Deardorff reviewed the codes and property maint. stats.   

 

ii. Public Safety – Order of succession members for May are 

Deardorff, Ramper and Stokes.   

   

iii. Parks and Property   

 

a.  The working group is finalizing the schedule of events for 

the Summer Program at Little Valley Park. 

 

iv. Public Works – Mark Sostar reviewed April’s highlights from the 

public works department. 

  

v. Personnel – The committee continues to work on the employee 

manual and this will be on the agenda at the May Caucus meeting for 

discussion. 

 

vi. Community and Government  

 

 a.  Jim Armbruster is accepting topics for the upcoming 

newsletter.  The deadline to submit is May 10. 

 

vii. Budget – There is an action item to discuss an issue with the 

backhoe where repairs needed will well exceed the budgeted amount. 

 

viii. Authority – The basin project is underway, and the members have 

been working to finalize the budget. 

 

ix. Planning Commission – The Commission continues to work on the 

comprehensive plan as well as the referendum questions and parking 

restrictions issues. 

 

 

 



5. New Business 

 

A.  A motion is needed to approve or reject the proposed Ordinance 2023-1 

amending Chapter 136, Fireworks.  A motion to approve was made by 

Dry and seconded by Armbruster.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

B. A motion is needed to approve or reject the proposed Ordinance 2023-02 

amending Chapter 135, Fees.  A motion to approve was made by 

Armbruster and seconded by Newcomer.   The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

C. A motion is needed to accept or reject Resolution 2023-15 establishing a 

schedule of attorney’s fees pursuant to Ordinance 2023-02.  A motion to 

approve was made by Newcomer and seconded by Dry.  Armbruster 

asked what the bank charges for returned checks since the Resolution 

lists a $29.00 fee.  Hogarth said it depends on which bank but the 

borough’s fee schedule calls for a $75.00 fee.  The Resolution will be 

amended by Solicitor Kern adjusting that fee to $75.00.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

D. A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2023-14 for the 

disposal of borough property.  Stokes made a motion to approve, 

seconded by Newcomer.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

E. Discussion and if necessary, action on the repairs of the backhoe.  

Manager Hogarth and Public Works Supervisor briefed Council on the 

backhoe which needs a new fuel system.  That estimate is approximately 

$4,500.00.  However, the issue is there is enough rust to create the 

possibility of more expense depending on what may break during 

disassembly.  Newcomer recommended approving with an amount not to 

exceed without further Council approval.  Stokes made a motion to 

approve the repairs with an amount not to exceed $20,000.00.  That 

motion was seconded by Newcomer and carried unanimously. 

   

6.  Visitors to be heard  

 

a.  Tilear Reid of 2464 Baker addressed Council regarding her mother’s 

handicap parking application that was denied because of off-street parking.  

Council explained that the application matches the ordinance which doesn’t 

allow for the sign to be installed if the property has off street parking.  



Hogarth suggested that the only way to allow for the sign would be to go 

through the process of amending the ordinance.  Deardorff asked for the 

topic to be placed on the May Caucus agenda. 

 

b.  Timothy Enders of 2403 Boas Apt D was complaining about a neighbor 

dispute and what amounts to a landlord tenant issue.  Deardorff suggested he 

call the police if he believes something criminal is going on.   

 

7. Council comments - None 

 

8. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Armbruster to pay the bills and seconded by 

Newcomer.  Newcomer asked about two invoices answered by Hogarth.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

9. Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by Dry and seconded by Armbruster to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:45 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth  

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 


