
 

 

 
Penbrook Borough 

Caucus Meeting 
Minutes 

February 21, 2023 
6:30 PM 

  
 
1.  President Deardorff called an executive session to order at 6:02 pm.  All members 
were present.  The session was to discuss three personnel matters.  It concluded at 
6:58 pm and the doors were open to the public. 
 
2.  Call to order and roll call: President Deardorff called the public meeting to order at 
7:03 pm.   
 
3.  Discussion and Action Items: 
 
 A.  The personnel committee introduced Amber Hughes as the top candidate for 
the vacant public works position.  Newcomer made a motion to offer Hughes a 
conditional offer of employment and that was seconded by V Shaw.  Hughes needs to 
complete a physical and drug screen prior to starting.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 B.  A motion is needed to approve or reject the resolution necessary for the 
DCNR grant application for phase III of the Little Valley Park project.  Stokes made a 
motion to approve and seconded by Newcomer.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 C. A discussion and if necessary action on the proposed additional full-time 
position to handle property maintenance and other similar codes duties.  The position 
was proposed by the personnel committee and supported by budget chair Armbruster in 
a memo to Council.  There were a lot of discussion points from all members.  Council 
would like the personnel committee to evaluate all needs of the borough’s non-uniform 
staffing before making a decision.  A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by 
Ramper to postpone the approval of the position.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 D.  The Solicitor briefed Council on the bids received for the SWA project to 
construct a basin in the E Harrisburg Cemetery.  The SWA voted to accept the lowest 
responsible bidder which was Iron Eagle Excavating with a total cost of $423,325.00.  
The project will start as soon as bond documents and other necessary documents are 
received by the contractor.  The proposed completion date is 7/31/23. 
 
 E.  Hogarth briefed Council on the work being done regarding the start of phase I 
of the Little Valley Park project.  There were two bids submitted and both were more 
than $100,000.00 over budget.  Hogarth said he and the architect were working with the 
Solicitor and DCNR to find alternatives that comply with the procurement procedures 
and meet the budget.  Hogarth said there would be an action item on the March agenda 
to reject both bids and he recommends that Council votes to do that. 



 

 

 F.  The Solicitor briefed Council on a proposal received from American Tower 
regarding the lease of the cell tower near Community Park.  AT has offered a one-time 
lump sum payment in lieu of the quarterly lease payments currently made.  Council 
reviewed the spreadsheet provided by the Solicitor showing the financial benefits for 
both parties.  Council gave the Solicitor permission to negotiate with American Tower for 
a higher lump sum payment before agreeing. 
 
 G.  A motion was made by Dry and seconded by Armbruster to suspend Officer 
Brant Maley from the County Interdiction Team through the end of 2023.  This is a result 
of disciplinary action for policy violations.  Maley will have an opportunity to join the 
team in 2024 with the Chief’s approval. 
 
 H.  A motion was made by N Shaw and seconded by Newcomer to terminate the 
employment of Paul Goff.  Goff had his driver’s license suspended by PennDOT for a 
period of 18 months and can no longer perform the duties for which he was hired.  The 
motion carried 6-2 with Dry and Armbruster voting against the motion. 
  

  
4.  Citizen Comments  
 
 A.  Anthony Owens 113 N. 30th asked about two ordinances that seem to 
contradict one another regarding the keeping of livestock.  Owens would like to have 
chickens, but the zoning ordinance prohibits the keeping of livestock including poultry.  
Owens asked about the ordinance that prohibits herding animals in the streets.  The 
Solicitor commented they were independent laws and not contradictive.  Owens could 
either seek a variance of the zoning ordinance or ask Council to amend the ordinance to 
allow chickens. 
 
 B.  Glynis Smith advised Council that the Capital Area Headstart was having an 
event in March titled “The Marvelous Men of March” in which men in the community will 
be invited to come in and read books to the children. 
  
 
5.  Council Comments – none 
 
6.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:43 pm 
 
  
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
 
Joseph Hogarth 
Borough Secretary 


