
Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

January 3, 2023 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

A. On January 3, 2023 President Deardorff called the Borough Council to 

order at 6:30pm followed by a salute to the flag and a moment of silence. 

 

2. Roll Call 

  

A. All officials were present except for Ramper and Mayor McDonald 

 

3. Action on the minutes 

 

A. On the December 5 Council minutes, motion to approve by V. Shaw and 

seconded by Newcomer.  Carried unanimously 

 

B. On the December 19 Caucus minutes, motion to approve by V. Shaw 

and seconded by Dry.  Carried unanimously 

  

4.   Citizen comments on agenda items:  NONE 

   

5. Reports 

 

 A.  Hogarth provided Council with the December 2022 Police stats  

 

B. Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for December 

2022.  A motion was made by Dry and seconded by N. Shaw to accept 

the report.  It was voted on unanimously. 

 

C. Manager – Hogarth briefed Council that he attended the gaming grant 

board meeting on Dec 15th to support the grant application to be used to 

help pay the Asylum Run debt service and that an executive session was 

needed to discuss a personnel issue. 

 

D. Solicitor – No report 

 

 E.  STEMS – No report 

 



E. Fire Chief – Auditor Jackie Balthaser gave Council a copy of the most 

recent audit of the FD and reviewed highlights of that report. 

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Deardorff reviewed the codes and property maint. stats.   

 

  ii. Public Safety – Order of succession members for January are 

                         N. Shaw, Newcomer and Armbruster.   

   

  iii. Parks and Property – Sub-committee member Carmen Gonzalez 

                          briefed Council on the Little Valley grant progress.  There will be 

                          an action item under new business for Council to authorize the 

                          application of another grant for phase III of the project. 

 

  iv. Public Works – Read report 

  

  v. Personnel – The policy manual first draft will soon be ready for the 

                         committee to review and will likely be able to go to all of Council 

                         in February. 

 

  vi. Community and Government – Wilhelm Paxtang baseball will be 

                          having signups in January.  The Christmas decorations will be 

                          taken down after Orthodox Christmas is celebrated. 

 

vii. Budget – No report 

 

  viii. Authority – No report.  There was no meeting in December. 

 

  ix. Planning Commission – The commission continues to discuss 

                          referendum questions regarding alcohol sales in the borough and 

                          would like to have that topic on the January Caucus agenda. 

                          TriCounty Planning made maps for the Commission as they’re 

                          exploring parking and other issues within the Village District. 

 

6. New Business 

 

A. A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2023-1, exoneration 

of 2022 Real Estate and Fire Protection Tax.  A motion to approve made 

by Armbruster and seconded by Dry.  Newcomer asked about validation.  



Armbruster advised that the borough received reports from the county 

treasurer’s office regarding payments and delinquent accounts.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

B. A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2023-2 exoneration 

of the 2022 Municipal Solid Waste Fee.  A motion to approve was made 

by V. Shaw and seconded by Armbruster.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

C. A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2023-3 exoneration 

of the 2022 sewer rental.  A motion to approve made by Dry and 

seconded by Armbruster.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

D. A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2023-4 appointment 

of Janis Creason, Dauphin County Treasurer as tax collector for the 

Borough.   A motion to reject was made by Armbruster advising that the 

Borough has no power to appoint a tax collector when there is already a 

sitting elected collector and that the elected tax collector appointed 

Dauphin County as the tax collector for the Borough for the years 2022 

through 2026 in an action agreed to by the Borough in January of 2022.  

Dry seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

E. A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2023-5 setting the 

Borough’s fee schedule for 2023.  A motion to approve was made by V. 

Shaw and seconded by Newcomer.  Stokes stated that he was not in 

agreement with the schedule because it removed the community room 

rental fee and he believes it should be rented to borough residents.  A roll 

call vote was asked for.  V. Shaw, Deardorff and Newcomer voted for the 

motion to approve.  Dry, Armbruster, N Shaw and Stokes voted against 

the motion to approve.  The motion did not carry.  The 2022 Fee schedule 

remains in effect. 

 

F. A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2023-6 setting the  

               Borough’s storm water authority fee schedule for 2023.  A motion to 

               postpone was made by Armbruster and seconded by N. Shaw.  The 

               motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

 



G. A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2023-7 appointing 

               Nate Shaw to the Storm Water Authority.  A motion to approve was made 

               by Dry and seconded by Stokes.  Motion carried unanimously.  N. Shaw 

               abstained. 

 

H. A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2023-8 appointing 

Dave Deardorff to the Shade Tree Commission.  N. Shaw made a motion 

to approve and second from Newcomer.  Armbruster asked if there was 

anyone else on the commission.  There is not.  Motion carried 

unanimously.  Deardorff abstained. 

 

I. A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2023-9 appointing 

Rick Levandusky to the Civil Service Commission.  A motion to approve 

was made by V. Shaw and seconded by N. Shaw.  Stokes asked if it was 

ok for him to serve on both the civil service commission and the planning 

commission.  Solicitor Kern advised she will research but at this point 

there is no known conflict with the two positions.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

J. A motion is needed to approve or reject 2023-10 appointing Ben Stokes 

to the Planning Commission.  A motion to approve was made by Dry and 

seconded by V. Shaw.  Motion carried unanimously.  Stokes abstained. 

 

K. A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2023-11 appointing 

Raymond O’Leary to the Zoning Hearing Board.  Armbruster then made 

a motion to approve and N. Shaw seconded the motion.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

L. A motion is needed to approve or reject the advertising of bid documents 

to begin phase I of the Little Valley Park renovation project.  Hogarth 

advised this did not need to be an action item as it was already voted on 

at the November 2022 Council meeting.   

 

M. A motion is needed to approve or reject the grant application submission 

for Phase III of the Little Valley Park renovation project.   A motion to 

approve was made by Stokes and seconded by Newcomer.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

  

  

7.  Visitors to be heard – N/A 



8. Council comments 

 

A. Deardorff wished everyone a happy new year and with the addition of 

Nate Newcomer, he made some changes to the committees for 2023.  

Newcomer will be the vice chair of the budget committee, the vice chair 

of public safety and a member of parks and property.    

 

9. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Dry to pay the bills and seconded by Armbruster.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

10. Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by Dry and seconded by Armbruster to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:26 pm. 

 

11. Executive Session to discuss a personnel issue which adjourned at 8:12pm 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth  

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 
 


