
 

 

 
Penbrook Borough 

Caucus Meeting 
Minutes 

January 17, 2023 
6:30 PM 

  
 
 
1.  Call to order and roll call: President Deardorff called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.  
Ramper arrived at 6:32 and the Mayor arrived at 7:05. 
 
2.  Manager’s Report 
 
 a.  The manager briefed Council on a billing issue with CRW.  The service for the 
concession stand at community park showed meter readings well above average.  CRW 
is looking to find the issue but until the problem is shown to be the borough’s 
responsibility the manager is not paying the invoice. 
 b.  The manager briefed Council regarding the arrest of the Paxtang Fire Chief 
stemming from an incident alleged to have occurred in 2020.  Paxtang is 5th due to 
respond in Penbrook, confirmed by Penbrook Fire Chief Murphy.  Chief Murphy also 
said several area fire departments have removed Paxtang from their call boxes.  
Penbrook cannot adjust their call box until April at which time Chief Murphy will evaluate 
the situation and make a decision based on what’s best for the Penbrook residents. 
 
3.  New Business: 
 
 A.  Councilman Stokes reported that the parks sub-committee met with the JT 
Dorsey Foundation regarding continued use of Community Park.  The foundation is 
asking for a 3 year use agreement which will help them secure funding from some of 
their donors.  Solicitor Kern will draw up an agreement and have it to Council for the 
February meeting.  The $500.00 deposit can be rolled over to the 2023 season and the 
foundation will need to provide a COI for each year. 
 
 B.  Stokes discussed the Planning Commission’s findings with the referendum 
question regarding alcohol in the borough.  Specific questions have to be given to the 
County Elections staff soon.  The Commission’s findings were that it might be better to 
have a general question but when last discussed with Council the consensus was to 
have the question(s) limited to specific use such as brew pubs.  The time period for the 
commission to get the needed signature is February 14 through March 7.  
Approximately 300 signatures are needed for the referendum to appear on the ballot in 
May.  Once a referendum is voted down that question cannot be asked for another four 
years.  Armbruster asked if it was suggested that we change the zoning ordinances 
prior to the possible repeal of the prohibition.  Solicitor Kern suggested that we do.  
Stokes also mentioned that educating the public will be part of the Commission 
members duties when getting signatures so that the residents are aware when they see 



 

 

the referendum on the ballot.  Newcomer, Deardorff and V. Shaw were all in favor for 
more restrictive use language.  Ramper asked if the signatures were obtained and the 
referendum is approved when would it take effect.  Solicitor Kern said after the election 
results were certified. 
 
 C. Hogarth discussed an on-going issue with complaints from residents involving 
Light-Heigel as our third-party UCC services contractor.  Most of these providers are 
experiencing work delays and are not willing to submit an RFP.  We can either continue 
to work with LH, find another provider or pull some services back in-house.  V. Shaw 
asked if we could have the permit holder find a certified inspector from a list provided by 
Labor and Industry. 
 
 D.  Hogarth reported that the 2009 Ford Crown Vic, being used by the codes 
officer, needs approximately $1,000.00 in suspension repairs to pass inspection.  
Hogarth would like to keep the vehicle and suggests getting the repairs done. 
  
4.  Old Business 
 

A.  Hogarth reminded Council about the STEMS presentation at the December 
Caucus meeting and to keep thinking about whether or not to support 
STEMS.  The authority model discussed is largely dependent on the support 
of all three municipalities, not the least of which is Susquehanna Twp.   

 
B.  The 2023 Fee Schedule was voted down at the January meeting therefore 

the 2022 Fee Schedule is still in place.  The rental of the community room 
continues to be the debate.  Council asked Hogarth to confirm with the 
insurance company whether a COI is required or recommended.  Solicitor 
Kern would like Council to consider adding an attorney’s fee structure to the 
resolution. 
 

C. Hogarth recommended postponing the rental and buyer inspection discussion 
given the discussion involving UCC services and the fee schedule.  No further 
discussion on this topic. 

 
D. Solicitor Kern asked Council to consider amending the current ordinances 

dealing with fireworks based on the brief she gave this past fall after the 
legislation change involving fireworks.  She will draft sample language for 
Council to consider. 
 
  

5.  Citizen Comments 
 
 A.  Brandee Hope of 2840 Walnut St asked Council if anything can be done 
about the parking restrictions on Walnut St from 7a-9a.  She is limited as to where she 
can park and has children to take to school.  Getting them loaded is a challenge if not 
allowed to park on Walnut.  Deardorff said most of council would like to see those lanes 



 

 

used for parking at all times but it’s a busy state road.  Hogarth said the police 
department receives complaints regularly when motorist drive through the borough and 
have to merge into the other lane because of parked vehicles.  Hope also asked about 
property maintenance concerns with her neighbor’s property.  She was given the 
contact info for the codes officer and asked to send him the concerns. 
 
6.  Council Comments 
 
 a.  Stokes thanked the public works staff for painting the community room 
 
7.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:57 pm and moved into executive session to discuss 
a personnel matter.  The executive session was adjourned at 8:37 pm. 
 
8.  Dry made a motion to amend the agenda to include an action item regarding what 
was discussed in the executive session.  The motion was seconded by Newcomer.  
There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
9.  Newcomer made a motion to terminate the employment of public works employee 
Logan Ferretti for cause effective immediately.  That motion was seconded by N Shaw.  
There was no discussion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
 
Joseph Hogarth 
Borough Secretary 


