
Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

September 6, 2022 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

A. On September 6, 2022 President Deardorff called the Borough Council 

to order at 6:30 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a moment of 

silence. 

 

2. Roll Call 

  

A. Ramper and the Mayor were absent 

 

3. Action on the minutes from the August 1, 2022 Council Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by V Shaw, second by Dry, motion carried 

 

4.   Citizen comments on agenda items 

 

 Clyde Bateman wanted to know about the churches seeking tax forgiveness.   

Deardorff said it needed to be discussed with everyone.  Bateman conceded  

to wait until that part of the agenda. 

   

5. Reports 

 

 A.  Hogarth provided Council with the August Police stats  

 

B. Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for August 

2022.  A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by N Shaw to 

accept the report.  It was voted on unanimously. 

 

C. Manager – The ARP funds should be released to municipalities the week 

of September 12.  The $70k DCNR grant for the Little Valley Phase II 

project was officially granted.  Council was given both MMO’s for the 

two pension plans. 

 

 

 

 



D. Solicitor – The solicitor stated that she is prepared to discuss action 

items D and E under New Business. 

 

 E.  STEMS – No report 

 

 F.  Fire Chief – Chief Murphy read the report 

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – No report 

 

  ii. Public Safety – Order of succession members for September are  

Deardorff, Ramper and Stokes 

   

  iii. Parks and Property – Stokes reported that the final report for the  

Little Valley program is almost complete and mentioned some of the  

volunteer hours that were put in for the event. 

 

  iv. Public Works – Read report 

  

  v. Personnel – There is an action item under New Business for a new  

Police hire. 

 

  vi. Community and Government – V Shaw reviewed several  

upcoming events including the movie night.  Also, the vacant council  

seat has been advertised on our social media pages. 

 

vii. Budget – the next budget meeting is 9/12 and will cover the police 

budget under the general fund. 

 

  viii. Authority – No report 

 

  ix. Planning Commission – Stokes reported that the parking  

ordinances continue to be a focus of discussion.  They’re also working  

with TCRPC for a traffic/pedestrian movement study.   

 

 

 

 

 



6. New Business 

 

A.  A motion is needed to approve the hiring of John Pesce for the position 

of full-time police cadet effective September 7, 2022.  A motion to 

approve was made by Armbruster and seconded by V Shaw.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

B. A discussion is needed and if necessary, action on the McLamb  

Memorial Church, 5 N. 25th St, 2022 tax forgiveness.  Hogarth advised 

council that the county did not share why the church was non-exempt nor 

why the exemption was now given.  Deardorff pointed out that churches 

are usually exempt from taxes.  Other discussion was what they should 

have to pay.  Hogarth said the only taxes are the municipal real estate tax 

and the fire protection tax.  The sewer fee is not a tax and like an electric 

bill or water bill, everyone needs to pay them.  The storm water fee is 

also not a tax and should not be considered under this action item.  Dry 

stated that if they weren’t exempt, they should have to pay what they 

owe.  V Shaw made a motion that only the municipal real estate tax and 

fire protection tax, total amount of $3,579.14, be forgiven.  Stokes 

seconded that motion.  The motion carried 4-2 with Armbruster and Dry 

voting against. 

 

C. A discussion is needed and if necessary, action on the Tabernacle Baptist   

Church, 2730 Booser Ave, 2020 tax forgiveness.  Like the previous 

action item, the Tabernacle Baptist Church has been granted exemption 

recently, but they owe delinquent taxes and fees.  V Shaw made a motion 

to forgive only the 2020 municipal real estate and fire protection tax, 

total amount of $9,173.34.  Stokes seconded.  The motion carried 4-2 

with Armbruster and Dry voting no. 

 

D. A motion is needed to nominate Nate Shaw as the borough’s emergency 

 management coordinator.  Solicitor Kern said she had time to do 

research as to the compatibility of the EMC and Shaw’s council seat.  

She advises Council that the two are not compatible mostly because of 

chain-of-command issues.  V. Shaw made a motion to postpone the 

action item until another suitable candidate may be found.  Armbruster 

seconded.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 



E. A motion is needed to authorize the solicitor to draft ordinances to amend  

and replace the existing small cell wireless regulations as provided for by 

Act 50.  A motion to approve was made by Armbruster and seconded by 

Dry.  Motion carried unanimously.  

  

7.  Visitors to be heard 

 

i. Clyde Bateman of 2615 Boas asked if the newsletters were delivered 

because he didn’t get one.  He’d also like to see officers cite people 

for throwing cigarettes from vehicles to support infrastructure costs in 

the borough. 

ii. Steve Garisto of 2531 Boas appreciates being able to use the animal 

trap and suggest the borough buy more like it. 

  

8. Council comments 

 

 i.  Armbruster commented on the electronic billboard on the Morris  

              Laundromat property that it wasn’t that bright, and it only had three  

              messages being rotated through a cycle. 

 

 ii. Dry referenced the citizen complaint from the last meeting regarding the  

              sign and said there’s a large tree blocking much of the sign from the   

              intersection of Herr and 30th.  She also asked if we could discuss renting 

              the sign during the next caucus meeting. 

 

 iii. Stokes addressed the citizen comments about litter and other pedestrian  

               concerns along Walnut St.  He said the planning commission is working  

               with PennDOT and other agencies to seek planning and funding for a  

               safer and more attractive corridor. 

 

9. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Dry to pay the bills and seconded by Armbruster.   

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

10. Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by N Shaw and seconded by Armbruster to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:28 pm. 

 



Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth  

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 


