
 

 

 
Penbrook Borough 

Caucus Meeting 
Minutes 

September 19, 2022 
6:30 PM 

  
 
1.  Call to order and roll call: President Deardorff called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.   
Ramper arrived at 6:33pm.  V Shaw was absent.   
 
2.  New Business: 
 
 A.  Hogarth briefed Council that there are two large metal animal crates at the 
garage that are not used and recommends selling them.  There will be a resolution for 
action at the October Council meeting. 
 
 B.  There is a handicap sign application for 303 S 29th St.  There is off-street 
parking on the property.  Ramper asked why Council is seeing these when the applicant 
doesn’t meet the criteria.  Kern pointed out the ordinance states that Council will decide 
when an application is approved or rejected, not the Borough Manger.  This will be an 
action item at the October meeting  
 
 C. Hogarth advised Council that the Land Bank will not be extending the deadline 
for the property given to Blain Bargo by the Land Bank.  The deadline is the end of 
September 2022. 
 
 D. Hogarth reviewed the vehicle proposal that was discussed at the last budget 
meeting and said there would be an action item on the October meeting.  There were no 
further questions from Council. 
 
 E.  Hogarth provided Council with a list of 2023 proposed meeting dates for a 
later action item.  There was no discussion 
 
 F.  Council person Dry suggested looking into renting the new electronic billboard 
for borough messages.  The company is offering free space as long as there is space 
available.  Hogarth advised that he would like to move forward with having PRI pursue 
the grant for the borough’s own sign and thinks it should be placed on the borough’s 
property at 28th and Elm.  The sight distance was measured and there shouldn’t be an 
issue.  This will be an action item on the October agenda. 
 
 G.  Armbruster requested that we discuss appointing Jacob Bragunier as the 
borough’s BCO now that he passed his course.  Hogarth pointed out that his 
employment agreement states he should get a pay raise not to exceed the current 
budgeted amount when that appointment happens.  If Bragunier is appointed, he will 



 

 

assume the administrative duties of codes and permitting but Light-Heigel will continue 
with the UCC services. 
  
 
3.  Old Business 
 

A.  Fire Chief Murphy was in attendance to discuss his incentive program to 
bolster recruitment and retention.  The Chief said fire protection tax monies 
may be used for this, but they would also look to use fund raising or other 
funds to support the program.  Solicitor Kern advised that as proposed this 
wouldn’t be construed as “pay” under the FLSA.  There are more details to be 
gathered and discussed so this will be on the October caucus agenda. 

 
B.  Solicitor Kern passed out proposed policies and documents for Council to 

consider regarding meetings and other procedural issues including the 
Sunshine Act.  Deardorff suggested language for the committees’ purpose.  
The solicitor will work that into the draft and present in October for further 
feedback. 

 
C. Solicitor Kern gave a brief on the small cell wireless ordinance proposal and 

had draft proposals for consideration.  Council agreed to have an action item 
on the October agenda for advertising the proposed ordinance changes. 

 
D. Solicitor Kern reviewed further findings regarding short-term rentals including 

the 2019 PA Supreme Court case referred to as “Slice of Life”.  Kern will have 
a draft of the proposed ordinance change to circulate at the October caucus 
meeting. 

 
E. Councilman Stokes presented a proposed ordinance titled “Young Lungs At 

Play” which is a model ordinance adopted by several Dauphin County 
municipalities which prohibits tobacco use in borough parks.  The solicitor will 
have a model draft to review at the October caucus meeting. 

  
4.  Citizen Comments 
 n/a 
5.  Council Comments 
 n/a 
6.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:36pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
 
Joseph Hogarth 
Borough Secretary 


