
Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

May 2, 2022 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

A. President Deardorff called the May 2, 2022 Borough Council Meeting to 

order at 6:30 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a prayer by Pastor 

Halliday. 

 

2. Roll Call 

  

A. All elected officials were present 

 

3. Action on the minutes from the April 4, 2022 Council Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by V Shaw, second by Dry, motion carried 

 

4.  Action on the minutes from the April 18, 2022 Caucus Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by Dry, second by Stokes, motion carried 

 

5.   Citizen comments on agenda items 

 

 None 

   

6. Reports 

 

 A.  Mayor – Provided Council with the April Police stats  

 

 B.  Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for April 2022.  

A motion was made by Stokes and seconded by V Shaw to accept the report.  It 

was voted on unanimously. 

 

 C.  Manager – The manager reported that the police application window will 

remain open for an indefinite period of time because of low numbers.  The salt 

shed plans have been approved by the commercial building inspector and a 

building permit issued.  The contractor will be contacted to get started as soon as 

possible. 

 



D.  Solicitor – The solicitor emailed council her monthly report and several 

topics are action items on this agenda and will be discussed further during the 

appropriate time during the meeting. 

 

 E.  STEMS – Executive Dir., Don Kunst provided council with some grass 

cutting safety tips.  The monthly report has not yet been completed.  EMS 

appreciation week is coming up and STEMS will be having a luncheon on May 

18th at noon.  All of council is invited. 

 

 F.  Fire Chief – No Report.  President Deardorff reviewed the fire police 

calls for the month. 

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Read report 

 

  ii. Public Safety – EMC Zwigart reminded Council that N Shaw, 

Deardorff and Armbruster are this month’s Order of Succession members.    

   

  iii. Parks and Property – Stokes reported there was a Walk with A Doc 

event on April 28th at which ticks and Lyme’s disease was discussed.  The next 

Parks meeting is on May 11th. 

 

  iv. Public Works – The public works staff will start to work on 

potholes throughout the borough and the storm water inlet replacement project at 

28th and Ludwig finish and just waiting on final approval from the engineer before 

being considered complete.  

  

  v. Personnel – interviews for the open public works position will be 

taking place later this week. 

 

  vi. Community and Government – V Shaw reported that there are two 

clean up events this Saturday that are make ups for the events that were cancelled 

because of weather. 

 

vii. Budget –Armbruster noted that the invoice to Enders insurance 

should not be paid and doesn’t know why it keeps coming up.  

Hogarth explained that it was discovered that the borough did pay this 

invoice in the past, specifically on 12/27/17 for the previous four-year 



period.  The solicitor advised that the history of paying the invoice 

would suggest that the invoice should be paid. 

 

  viii. Authority – Dry reported that the SWA budget is being finalized 

for their fiscal year starting July 1 and the cemetery project is moving along in the 

preliminary phases with Rettew conducting surveys.  Ramper asked when that 

would start.  Hogarth responded that he’s hoping it would go out to bid at the end 

of this year so construction could start in the spring of 2023.  Ramper asked about 

the permit cycle ending in August of 2023.  Hogarth advised the project needs to 

only be started before the end of the permit period.  It was asked if fees would 

likely decrease or increase.  Dry reported that it was too soon to tell but the 

Authority would like to decrease the fees once the basin project is paid for and they 

had an opportunity to evaluate future projects and what funding would be 

necessary to support those projects. 

 

  ix. Planning Commission – Stokes reported that the town hall meeting 

was a success with a positive turnout and productive conversations and suggestions 

for the comprehensive plan.  Future meetings, one of which will be May 26th, will 

involve reviewing the information collected from the town hall gathering. 

 

7. New Business 

 

A.  A motion is needed to approve Resolution 2022-11 adopting the 

county’s Emergency Operations Plan as the Borough’s Emergency 

Operations Plan.  A motion to approve made by V Shaw and seconded by 

N Shaw.  No discussion.  Motion carried. 

 

 B.  A motion is needed to approve Resolution 2022-12 for the disposal of 

borough owned property.  A motion to approve made by Dry and seconded by 

Stokes.  There was no discussion.  Carried unanimously. 

 

 C.  A discussion and, if necessary, action on the manhole and sewer line 

repair in the area of Forney and Earley Streets and Resolution 2022-13.  Hogarth 

explained that the recent investigation by Mr. Rehab revealed structural issues to 

the manhole and connecting pipes that warrant immediate repair and replacement.  

Solicitor Kern advised the borough of the legality of the procurement of services as 

well as the prevailing wage.  Ramper asked about the nearby storm sewer pipe.  

Hogarth said the goal was to excavate without having to replace that pipe but if 

need be, it would be an additional cost.  Ramper believes the storm sewer line 

should be paid from the sewer fund since it was a sewer issue that caused the work.  



Hogarth said it could be discussed if it becomes an issue.  A motion to approve 

Resolution 2022-13 was made by Stokes and seconded by V Shaw.  No further 

discussion.  Carried unanimously. 

 

 D.  A discussion and, if necessary, action on the proposals submitted for the 

borough garage mezzanine project.  The cheapest bid for the project was submitted 

by DNM Contracting for $13,414.01.  Ramper asked if it was in the budget.  

Hogarth said it had been budgeted since 2019 under John Eberly but the work has 

been continually delayed for several reasons.  In 2020 there was $10,000 moved to 

the capital reserve fund and this year’s budget has $5,000 in the general fund and 

another $5,000 in the sewer fund.  Armbruster asked what the interior windows 

were for.  Hogarth said they intend to allow warm air on the ceiling of the garage 

bay to be drawn into the office space during winter months.  A motion to approve 

the lowest bid was made by Stokes and seconded by Armbruster.  Motion carried 

with a 5-2 vote.  Ramper and N Shaw voted against the work being done. 

 

 E.  A discussion and, if necessary, action on the proposals submitted for the 

Little Valley Park building roof replacement.  The lowest bid was received by I 

Know A Guy Roofing for $6,600.  There was $6,000 budgeted.  A motion to 

accept the lowest bid and made by Stokes and seconded by Dry.  There was no 

further discussion, motion carried unanimously. 

 

8.  Visitors to be heard 

 

 i.  Mark Halliday 2735 Canby advised council of a number of upcoming 

events the church is doing. 

 

9. Council comments 

 

 i.  Ramper acknowledged the passing of former Mayor Stottlemyer and 

former Councilman Wedig.  He suggested a proclamation for both.  The families 

will be contacted and arrangements to be made at a future meeting. 

 

 ii.  Deardorff, once again, wanted to comment on the success of the town 

hall meeting conducted by the planning commission. 

 

  

 

 

 



10. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Armbruster to pay the bills and seconded by V 

Shaw.  Armbruster asked about two items on the check detail with an 

unknown accounting code listed.  Hogarth was unaware and would check 

with the accountant.  He also asked about the check made out to 911 Rapid 

Response.  Hogarth said it was for the installation of camera equipment. 

There was no further discussion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

11. Armbruster commented that he would like to have an executive session to 

discuss a personnel matter.  Solicitor Kern advised that since it wasn’t on the 

advertised agenda someone would have to make a motion to amend the agenda.  If 

so moved the amended agenda would have to be posted within 24 hours.  

Armbruster made a motion to amend the agenda to include the executive session.  

It was seconded by Ramper.  There was no further discussion and the motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

12. Adjournment 

 

 A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by N Shaw to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:33 pm.  The executive session was adjourned at 8:00 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth  

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 


