
 

 

 
Penbrook Borough 

Caucus Meeting 
Minutes 

May 16, 2022 
6:30 PM 

  
 
  
 
1.  Call to order and roll call: President Deardorff called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm. 
All were present.    
 
2.  Executive Session called at 6:32 pm to discuss a personnel matter.  Adjourned at 
6:39 pm. 
 
3.  New Business 
 
 A.  A motion is needed to approve or reject a conditional offer of employment to 
Paul Goff for the public works/property maintenance position.  Dry made a motion to 
approve and V Shaw seconded. There was no discussion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 B.  A discussion regarding the zoning issue for the billboard erected on the Morris 
Laundromat property.  Questions from Council arose at the May Council meeting and 
asked Zoning Officer Myers for a written report as to why he allowed the permit.  Myers 
responded in writing and that report went to the solicitor and elected officials.  Solicitor 
Kern submitted her privileged and confidential report to the elected officials.  She 
believed the zoning officer acted properly.  Armbruster disagreed.  N Shaw disagrees 
with the attorney as well.  Ramper believes it violates the section dealing with 100 ft 
from residential.  Kern showed council a picture as to why she believes the sign does 
not violate that section.  Dry stated the ordinances need updated to allow for modern 
technology.  Armbruster said the ordinance was written in 1981.  Stokes believe the sign 
will violate the section that deals with moving or flashing text.  Armbruster stated the 
laundromat would not be able to advertise on the sign. 
 
 C. Hogarth reported that National Night Out will be August 2nd.  If there’s anything 
other than elected officials walking the wards with the police officers, it should be 
discussed sooner than later.  Council was ok with what has been done in the past.  No 
further discussion 
 
 D. Manager Hogarth and Solicitor Kern briefed council on the reforming of the 
Inter-municipal working group to face the challenges presented by CRW, their billing, 
rates, and other issues.  The group is being led by Bill Weaver of Lower Paxton Twp.  
They presented potential municipal members with an agreement to hire a rate 
consultant.  Hogarth and Kern both believe the group will benefit the borough.  The cost 



 

 

to the borough for the rate consultant is based on a percentage and will amount to 
about $700 per year.  This will be on the June agenda. 
 
 E.  Hogarth reported that there is an application for a handicap parking sign for 
2636 Butler.  The applicant has a garage at the rear of the property and wouldn’t qualify 
for a sign under the ordinance.  This will be on the June agenda. 
 
 F.  Hogarth told Council that there has only been two police application received.  
Municipalities throughout South Central PA are struggling to find qualified applicants.  
Hogarth will be asking the Civil Service Commission to meet to waive the requirement 
that applicants have Act 120.  Hogarth will be visiting the academy in the next few 
weeks to recruit current pre-service cadets but would need the waiver to do so.  There 
was no discussion 
 
  
4.  Old Business 
 

A.  Hogarth asked Council if they were interested in him getting quotes to have 
the sewer infrastructure valued.  He believes any conversation or 
consideration about a potential sale of the lines cannot start without some 
idea of knowing what could be offered.  Ramper asked if there was still a plan 
to have the lines televised.  Hogarth said yes, there is a grant application 
pending that would cover the cost to televise both the sanitary and storm 
sewer lines.  N Shaw doesn’t think that we should pay to have the system 
valued at this time.  The consensus was to wait until the televising has been 
done. 

 
B. Solicitor Kern passed out proposed policies and documents for Council to 

consider regarding meetings and other procedural issues including the 
Sunshine Act.  Council should review the documents for discussion at a future 
meeting. 

  
5.  Citizen Comments 
 
 There were no citizen comments 
 
 
6.  Council Comments 
 
 Ramper asked Hogarth if the basement apt on Herr and the car was on Herr was 
been investigated yet.  Hogarth said it hadn’t.  Ramper advised that he’s noticed Family 
Tire at 29th and Walnut has been leaving tires out and uncovered.  Hogarth said he 
would report it to the codes officer to send a notice of violation. 
 



 

 

 Stokes reported that he hosted a planning seminar the past three weeks that was 
put on by the Tri County Planning Commission and wished to thank the public works 
crew for setting up the classroom space. 
 
 V Shaw asked about the movie night being voted on.  It was decided that it 
should be and asked Hogarth to put it on the June 6 agenda 
 
  
7.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:13 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
 
Joseph Hogarth 
Borough Secretary 


