
Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

April 4, 2022 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

A. The April 4, 2022 President Deardorff called the Borough Council to 

order at 6:30 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a prayer by Pastor 

Halliday. 

 

2. Roll Call 

  

A. All elected officials were present 

 

3. Action on the minutes from the March 7, 2022 Council Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by Stokes, second by Ramper, motion carried 

 

4.  Action on the minutes from the March 21, 2022 Caucus Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by Dry, second by Armbruster, motion carried 

 

5.   Citizen comments on agenda items 

 

 None 

   

6. Reports 

 

 A.  Mayor – provided Council with the March Police stats.  

 

 B.  Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for March 

2022.  A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by N Shaw to accept the 

report.  It was voted on unanimously. 

 

 C.  Manager –  The manager reported that public works supervisor candidate 

Mark Sostar was in attendance and has successfully met all of the conditions of the 

employment offer made at last month’s caucus meeting.  The storm water inlet 

project at 28th and Ludwig is underway and will take several weeks to complete.  

And assessors will be on site April 22nd to complete the on-site assessment for the 

police department’s accreditation. 



 

D.  Solicitor – The solicitor emailed council her monthly report.  Two of the 

items are on the agenda for action.  Council has been provided those documents to 

review before voting.  There were no questions or concerns about the agreements. 

 

 E.  STEMS – Executive Dir., Don Kunst provided council with a bit of 

STEMS history as well as some insight into the role of EMS in the community. 

 

 F.  Fire Chief – Asst. Chief Sherrid read his report of fire calls for the month.  

They’ve received many grants recently but one for rescue tools was denied, 

therefore they would like to use $20,000 from the Fire Protection Fund to buy the 

tools necessary.  The grant received from Senator DiSanto will be used for 

building maintenance including paint, new garage doors and parking lot paving.  

Damage was done to one of the garage doors which will be turned into insurance.  

They will be cleaning out the shed that’s on site and getting rid of the shed as it’s 

in a state of disrepair. 

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Read report 

 

  ii. Public Safety – EMC Zwigart reminded Council that V Shaw,  

N Shaw and Ramper are this month’s Order of Succession members.   This 

month’s local training will be getting everyone trained on using Microsoft Teams.  

The county-wide EOC exercise for 2023 will be held in April.  Recently Zwigart 

and N Shaw met with Susquehanna Twp EMC Brad Reece to discuss using their 

facility should Penbrook need to vacate our EOC.  

   

  iii. Parks and Property – Stokes reported they continue to work on the 

relationship with CAGA, specifically Scott Doyle who spearheads the cleanup and 

maintenance of the part of the greenbelt neighboring Penbrook.  There will be a 

WWAD event on 4/27 and the DCNR grant application for Little Valley Park 

phase II has been submitted. 

 

  iv. Public Works – Report read   

  

  v. Personnel – no report 

 

  vi. Community and Government – V Shaw reported that there are two 

cleanup events this Saturday.  Saturday the 16th will be the Easter egg hunt 



followed by the Planning Commission’s town hall meeting and PRI will be 

conducting a cleanup event on 4/21. 

 

vii. Budget – Armbruster noted that property tax revenue reported as 

of March 31st is down $200,000 from same time last year.  Interest 

collected on all borough funds remains extremely low.  Payment to 

STEMS was increased during the budget meetings from $3,500 to 

$5,000 and should be paid sooner than later.  Hogarth said he will 

process the donation. 

 

  viii. Authority –The engineer has received a burial plot plan from the 

East Harrisburg Cemetery, so the basin project is progressing.  The next step will 

likely be surveys followed by advertising for bids. 

 

  ix. Planning Commission – The commission had door hangers printed 

up to advertise the town hall meeting.  The LEO’s will assist in getting them to the 

residents. 

 

7. New Business 

 

A.  A motion is needed to approve the hiring of Mark Sostar as the public 

works supervisor effective Tuesday April 5, 2022.  A motion to approve 

made by Stokes and seconded by Dry.  No discussion.  Motion carried. 

 

 B.  A motion is needed to accept the resignation of police officer Jonathan 

Bonheur that was signed March 24, 2022.  A motion to approve made by 

Armbruster and seconded by N Shaw.  There was no discussion.  Carried 

unanimously. 

 

 C.  A motion is needed to direct the Civil Service Commission to begin the 

hiring process for a full-time police officer.  A motion to approve made by 

Armbruster and seconded by Dry.  No discussion.  Carried unanimously. 

 

 Manager Hogarth outlined the tentative dates of the hiring process which he 

hopes to end with a candidate being sworn in at the June council meeting. 

 

 D.  A motion is needed to approve or reject the draft agreement between the 

Borough and the JT Dorsey Foundation for use of the Community Park.  A motion 

to approve was made by Stokes and seconded by V Shaw.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 



 

 E.  A motion is needed to approve or reject the fire department’s application 

for a temporary license to serve alcohol during their event at Community Park.  A 

motion to approve made by Stokes and seconded by V Shaw.  Ramper asked the 

fire chief what time the event will start and end to which the response was a noon 

start and a tentative finish of 6 pm, but that will depend on the number of teams 

signed up.  There was no further discussion, motion carried unanimously. 

 

 F.  Action is needed to approve or reject the draft MOU between the 

Borough and the LION’s for use of the borough owned property at 32nd and 

George Streets.  A motion to approve was made by Dry and seconded by V Shaw.  

Ramper asked if the group would be responsible for cutting the grass and other 

maintenance responsibilities including putting the parcel back to its original 

condition at the end of the project.  The solicitor responded affirmatively.  There 

was no further discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 G.  A motion is needed to approve or reject the handicap parking application 

made by Mr. Kenneth Provost at 108 S 28th St.  A motion to approve was made by 

Armbruster and seconded by N Shaw.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 H.  A discussion and if necessary, action on parking in the borough parking 

lot for non-borough business.  There is an ordinance to prohibit this.  Signs are in 

place and have been for 2 years.  Vehicles are owned by residents living across the 

street on Canby.  Those residents do have off street parking available.  When 

residents were first advised not to park in the lot many moved to Elm St which 

caused complaints from neighbors that normally parked there.  Hogarth stated to 

his knowledge the police have not received any complaints about the lack of 

parking available from groups or events other than the complaints from Clyde 

Bateman during the past couple of meetings.  Is this something we want to ignore 

to help residents who want to park there?  Armbruster made a motion that the 

ordinance be enforced.  That motion was seconded by N Shaw.  President 

Deardorff asked for a roll-call vote.  Dry-yes, Armbruster-yes, V. Shaw-yes, 

Deardorff-no, Ramper-yes, N. Shaw-yes, Stokes-no.  The motion carried to enforce 

the parking ordinance 5-2. 

 

 I.  A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2022-10 to allow for 

the application of the Greenways, Trails and Recreation Grant through the DCED 

for use during phase III of the Little Valley Park project.  A motion to approve 

made by Stokes and seconded by N Shaw.  Hogarth explained that the Resolution 

must be submitted to get the application started but it’s unknown what the 



borough’s financial commitment will be for the final phase.  This will be discussed 

during the budget meetings for the 2023 budget.  There was no further discussion 

and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 J.  A discussion and if necessary, action on the rubber speed humps owned 

by the borough.  Hogarth advised council that Topton Borough is interested in 

some but not all of the speed humps.  These were purchased through a grant 

several years ago at no cost to the borough.  A motion was made by Stokes and 

seconded by N Shaw to give the speed humps to Topton but they must take 

complete sets.  There was no further discussion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

8.  Visitors to be heard 

 

 i.  Mark Halliday 2735 Canby advised council of several upcoming events 

the church is doing. 

 

 ii.  Josh Sherrid, 134 S 28th advised of fund-raising efforts the fire 

department is doing. 

 

 iii. Clyde Bateman, 2615 Boas was pleased to see several parking violations 

taken care of as well as council’s decision to enforce the parking in the borough 

lot. 

 

 iv.  Steven Garisto, 2531 Boas asked what happens when he calls for a 

police officer.  Hogarth explained.   

 

9. Council comments 

 

 i.  Ramper thanked all that came to the meeting, welcomed Mark Sostar to 

the borough, thanked Todd Zwigart for his work while the job search was taking 

place and thanked the fire department for their work. 

  

10. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Dry to pay the bills and seconded by Ramper.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 



11. Adjournment 

 

 A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by N Shaw to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:50 pm.  The manager asked for an executive session to discuss a 

personnel issue.  The executive session was adjourned at 8:24 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth  

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 


