
 

 

 
Penbrook Borough 

Caucus Meeting 
Minutes 

April 18, 2022 
6:30 PM 

  
 
  
 
1.  Call to order and roll call:  President Deardorff called the meeting to order at 1830 
hours.  Council person V. Shaw was absent.    
 
  
 
2.  New Business: 
 
 A.  House Representative Candidate, Therese Kenely was not in attendance.  
Agenda item cancelled. 
 
 B.  David Kratzer from Community Network Resources of McNees Wallace 
introduced Mr. Benjamin Morris of PA American Water.  PA American Water presented to 
Council information regarding the possible sale of waste water infrastructure to a private 
entity like PA American.  Presentation materials will be included with the approved 
minutes. 
 
 C. EMC Zwigart advised Council that Resolution 2022-12 has been prepared for 
the May Council meeting.  The Resolution, if approved, will adopt the county emergency 
operations plan as the borough’s plan. 
 
 D. Manager Hogarth presented Council with several scenarios in which the 
borough offices might either close or change from normally posted business hours.  
Council agreed that Hogarth would have the authority to temporarily modify the office 
hours such as for a holiday or staffing shortage but should advise Council as well as the 
public as soon as practicable.  Regarding longer-term hour changes, Hogarth should 
advise Council prior to those changes being approved. 
 
 E.  Public Works Supervisor, Sostar had pictures of several pieces of borough 
owned equipment that no longer works or serves a purpose for the borough.  His 
suggestion is to appropriately dispose of those items.  There will likely be a resolution at 
the May council meeting for consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
  
3.  Old Business 
 

A.  Hogarth and Sostar advised Council that the mezzanine project is at a 
standstill.  Sostar has spoken to three new contractors and asked for bids to 
complete the project.  It’s possible that the bids will be on the May agenda for 
consideration. 

 
B.  Council needs to decide whether the property owned by the fire department 

is the desired location for a new electronic sign.  If so, the fire department is 
requiring a proposal from the borough to take ownership of the parcel.  The 
FD leadership will then take the proposal to the FD membership for approval.  
There are several locations that may be suitable but it has yet to be 
determined if the property owned by the FD is the best one.   

 
C. Solicitor Kern gave council an update as to what she’s finding with the CRW 

agreements and billing issues.  Hogarth brought up a concern with sewer 
usage billing of the properties of and around the Kline Village shopping 
center.  It appears the private lateral is flowing directly into the Penbrook 
waste water line but Penbrook isn’t billing those owner for usage.  Ramper 
suggested contacting Rettew Engineering for any flow rates they may have.  
Hogarth suggested that this issue be combined with all other CRW issues.  
Solicitor Kern is looking for direction from Council as to how to pursue the 
matter(s). 
 

D. Solicitor Kern is suggesting that Council update the OCC/PC tax ordinance 
this year, prior to Keystone Collections needing the information for 2023. 

 
E. Hogarth advised Council that the mandatory reporting for the ARP funds is 

complete and based on the 10-million-dollar allowance for governmental 
services provided, the borough is now able to spend the funds as necessary. 

 
  
4.  Citizen Comments 
 
 There were no citizen comments 
 
 
5.  Council Comments 
 
 Ramper advised Sostar of a pot hole that has been brought to his attention.  
 
 Deardorff said he has received several positive comments about the Town Hall 
meeting and wanted to thank all involved 
 



 

 

  
6.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:26 pm 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
 
Joseph Hogarth 
Borough Secretary 


