
Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

March 7, 2022 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

A. March 7, 2022 President Deardorff called the Borough Council to order 

at 6:30 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a moment of silence. 

 

2. Roll Call 

  

A. All elected officials were present except for Ramper 

 

3. Action on the minutes from the February 7, 2022 Council Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by Dry, second by Stokes, motion carried 

 

4.  Action on the minutes from the February 22, 2022 Caucus Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by Armbruster, second by Stokes, motion carried 

 

5.   Citizen comments on agenda items 

 

 None 

   

6. Reports 

 

 A.  Mayor provided Council with the February 2022 Police stats.  

 

 B.  Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for February 

2022.  A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by N Shaw to accept the 

report.  It was voted on unanimously. 

 

 C.  Manager – The manager reported the Borough received three grants from 

the local share gaming grant; $100,000 to be used for the sewer debt service, 

$40,000 for Little Valley Park and $25,000 for the fire truck debt service.  He and 

the Parks sub-committee are working on the DCNR grant application for phase 2 

of the Little Valley project.  Since the $40,000 was received, the budget 

spreadsheet was changed to reflect the contingent $26,000 commitment council 

made if the grant was denied.  Lastly, the manager will be attending the PELRAS 



labor conference March 16th through the 18th in State College.  There is no cost to 

the borough for this training. 

 

D.  Solicitor – The solicitor emailed council her monthly report, but all the 

priority items are action items on tonight’s agenda. 

 

 E.  STEMS – Executive Dir. Don Kunst provided council with the monthly 

activity report.  He mentioned that calls for the month were well above average.  

Since last month’s demo of the Lucas device, STEMS personnel had the 

opportunity to use them three times on patients.   

 

 F.  Fire Chief – Fire Chief Murphy read his report and advised council that 

they recently received a $50,000 grant from Senator Disanto that will be used for 

building upgrades.  Their cornhole tournament will be July 16th, 2022 at 

Community Park. 

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Read report 

 

  ii. Public Safety – EMC Zwigart reminded Council that Stokes, V 

Shaw and N Shaw are this month’s Order of Succession members.   This month’s 

local training will be getting everyone trained on using Microsoft Teams.   

   

  iii. Parks and Property – Stokes said the committee meets this 

Wednesday and will discuss a partnership with CAGA, the summer program and a 

possible donation of trees for the Little Valley project from the Penbrook 

American Legion. 

 

  iv. Public Works – Report read   

  

  v. Personnel – Interviews for public works supervisor will be this 

Tuesday and Thursday.  

 

  vi. Community and Government – V Shaw reported that there are 

many events coming up in the near future including Walk With A Doc, clean-up 

events, Easter egg hunt and the Planning Commission’s town hall. 

 



vii. Budget –Armbruster reminded everyone that February is 

traditionally a lean month where expenses exceed revenues but that is 

expected to change with tax payments coming in March. 

 

  viii. Authority –The SWA received a $280,000 grant from DEP for 

the cemetery basin project which will begin later this year.  The inlet replacement 

project at 28th and Ludwig will begin in April and is expected to last a month. 

 

  ix. Planning Commission – The commission recently sent their annual 

report to Borough Council via email.  The meeting on March 24th will again focus 

on the upcoming town hall meeting in April but several draft sections of the 

comprehensive plan have been completed. 

 

7. New Business 

 

A.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or postpone the agreement with 

the Wihelm-Paxtang Baseball Association for the use of Community 

Park fields and concession stand.  A motion to approve made by 

Armbruster and second by V Shaw.  Motion carried unanimously 

 

 B.  A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2022-6 adopting a 

Covid Paid Sick Leave Policy for non-uniform employees.  Before the action item 

was read Hogarth advised Council that a courtesy letter was sent to the AFSCME 

Council 90 advising them of the policy as well as action item F below.  Hogarth 

received voicemail from an AFSCME rep this afternoon requesting a meeting 

regarding the letter.  He left a voicemail for her after a return call, but they were 

unable to speak.  Hogarth wanted to advise Council before the action item was read 

and a motion made.  Solicitor Kern, again, advised Council that the Borough is 

well within management’s rights to act on these items without union input.  A 

motion to approve made by Armbruster and seconded by Stokes.  There was no 

discussion.  Carried unanimously. 

 

 C.  A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2022-7 electing the 

standard allowance of ten million dollars in revenue loss for the purposes of the 

American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds use and 

reporting.  A motion to approve made by Armbruster and seconded by Dry.  No 

discussion.  Carried unanimously. 

 



 D.  A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2022-8 approving the 

DCNR grant application for phase 2 of the Little Valley Park project.  A motion to 

approve was made by Dry and seconded by Stokes.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 E.  A motion is needed to approve or reject Resolution 2022-9 approving the 

Statewide Local Share Assessment Grant which will be used to fund televising of 

the Borough’s sewer and storm water lines.  A motion to approve made by V Shaw 

and seconded by Armbruster.  No discussion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 F.  Action is needed to authorize the manager to engage part time police 

officer, Tom Swank as a temporary, part time public works employee.  A motion to 

approve was made by Stokes and seconded by Dry.  No discussion. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 G.  Action is needed to authorize the solicitor to draft bylaws and procedures 

to govern borough meetings.  V Shaw made a motion to direct the Solicitor to draft 

the policy and resolution for consideration.  The motion was seconded by 

Armbruster.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 H.  A motion is needed to approve or reject the handicap parking sign 

application from Susan Barletta of 2606 Boas St.  A motion to approve made by 

Armbruster, seconded by Stokes.  No discussion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 I.  A motion is needed to approve or reject the termination of the use of 

Zoom by the public unless otherwise arranged in advance through the Borough 

Manager.  A motion to approve made by Dry and seconded by Armbruster.  No 

discussion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

8.  Visitors to be heard 

 

A. Clyde Bateman 2615 Boas St.   

i. Commented on the newsletter content 

ii. Inquired about yard waste pick up which is now Thursdays 

iii. Asked if Tom Swank would be paid overtime for public 

works duties. 

iv. Complained that Toyota Prius is still parked on 26th and 

should be towed as abandoned. 

 

 

 



9. Council comments 

 

i. Mayor McDonald said he was contacted by Commissioner Saylor 

about doing a news release for the Local Share Grant awards received 

by the borough.  The Mayor has agreed and invited others to 

participate. 

 

ii. Deardorff thanked everyone for attending the meeting and commented 

how well the fire department is doing with grant awards. 

  

10. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Dry to pay the bills and seconded by Armbruster.  

Motion carried. 

 

11. Adjournment 

 

 A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by N Shaw to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:16 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth  

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 


