
 

 

 
Penbrook Borough 

Caucus Meeting 
Minutes 

March 21, 2022 
6:30 PM 

   
 
1.  Call to order and roll call: President Deardorff called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.  
Council VP Ramper was absent.     
 
2.  At 6:32 PM President Deardorff asked for an executive session to discuss two 
personnel matters.  The executive session was adjourned, and the public meeting 
called back to order at 6:56 PM.  
 
3.  New Business 
 
 A.  Robin Dry made a motion to make a conditional offer of employment to Mark 
Sostar for the Public Works Supervisor position.  The motion was seconded by 
Armbruster.  The conditions to be met are: successful completion of a physical, drug 
screen and background check.  There was no further discussion and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 B.  Manager Hogarth commented to council that in April of 2021 they agreed to 
write a letter of financial commitment to satisfy one of the DCNR grant requirements that 
was being applied for the Little Valley phase I project.  The application for phase II is 
due.  Hogarth reminded council that the $40,000 commitment amount is covered in the 
adopted budget for $26,000 and the remaining $14,000 coming from the Local Share 
Grant the borough received this past month.  A motion to sign the letter of commitment 
was made by Stokes and seconded by V Shaw.  There was no further discussion and 
the motion carried unanimously. 
 
 C. The JT Dorsey Foundation wants to use Community Park for a youth soccer 
program for which an agreement must be drafted.  A motion to have Solicitor Kern draft 
the agreement was made by Dry and seconded by Armbruster.  The agreement will 
most likely be on the April 4 agenda for council’s consideration.  There was no further 
discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
 D. Manager Hogarth advised council that the Lion’s were seeking a 
memorandum of understanding for the purpose of obtaining a grant for the community 
garden project at 32nd and George.  Hogarth explained he couldn’t approve borough 
funds to pay for an expense for a non-borough project.  However, the borough would be 
saving money with the Lion’s and LEO’s having the garden by not having to mow the 
grass roughly 30 weeks throughout the year.  Armbruster made a motion to have 
Solicitor Kern draft an MOU to be presented at the April 4 meeting.  The motion was 



 

 

seconded by V Shaw.  There was no further discussion and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 E.  Manager Hogarth briefed council on a proposal received by former 
Susquehanna Twp Mgr Dave Kratzer.  Kratzer now works for a firm representing PA 
American Water which is interested in purchasing the borough’s sewer system.  Solicitor 
Kern discussed her position on the matter which included the need to enter into a 
competitive bid process if council is interested.  Council asked Hogarth to set up a 
meeting with Kratzer to discuss further and suggested this be on the agenda for the 
April 18 caucus meeting. 
 
 F.  Manager Hogarth advised council that there may be interest by at least one, 
maybe two municipalities to purchase some or all of the rubber speed humps that were 
removed from the borough streets last year.  Hogarth and the public works staff will 
follow up with these potential buyers and will keep the council updated with new 
information. 
 
 G.  Manager Hogarth advised Council that there is a handicapped parking 
application back in their materials.  The applicant did receive his placard from PennDOT 
so that will appear on the April 4 agenda. 
 
  
 
4.  Old Business 
 

A.  The borough received another invoice for a tax collector bond from Enders 
Insurance.  Council asked Hogarth to reach out to the County Treasurer to get 
some answers. 

 
B.  Hogarth gave an update on the salt shed project.  Currently the plans are 

being reviewed by the architect and then once done will have to go to Light-
Heigle for the plan review and permit issuance.  The quote received from 
Starcrest builders was a little less than $50,000 including prevailing wage.  
The project will continue to move along and updates given to council as 
necessary. 

 
C. Solicitor Kern gave council an update as to what she’s finding with the CRW 

agreements and billing issues.  CRW continues to assert that the borough 
owes over $400,000 because of billing by EDU.  The borough is paying for 
actual usage.  The solicitor will continue to look at agreements and advise 
council when there’s an update to give. 

 
 
 
 
   



 

 

5.  Citizen Comments 
 
 There were no citizen comments 
 
 
6.  Council Comments 
 
 There were no council comments 
 
  
7.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 PM 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
 
Joseph Hogarth 
Borough Secretary 


