
 

 

 
Penbrook Borough 

Caucus Meeting 
Minutes 

February 22, 2022 
6:30 PM 

   
 
1. Call to order and roll call   

 
President Deardorff called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.   Council members  
N Shaw and V Shaw were absent.      

 
2.  New Business 
 
 A.  Manager Hogarth provided Council with a list of frequently asked questions 
regarding the final rule for the ARPA funds.  Solicitor Kern suggested that Council take 
action at the March meeting stating their intention to take the standard allowance for 
government services and lost revenue. 
 
 B.  Manager Hogarth reviewed the upcoming and proposed public works projects 
as well as the grants and funding associated with each project.  Hogarth intends to 
direct Rettew Engineering to apply for the new statewide gaming grant to fund cleaning 
and televising of all sanitary sewer and stormwater lines in the borough. 
 
 C. There is a manhole that needs cleaned and inspected for possible repair.  
Backups have occurred.  Mr. Rehab provided a quote for $1,800 but the repairs may 
exceed that if necessary.  Hogarth just wanted to advise Council. 
 
 D. Solicitor Kern gave Council a review of the Sunshine Act as well as the fairly 
new requirements under the act.  Expectations for meeting agendas were discussed. 
 
 E.  Solicitor Kern provided Council with a proposed draft of bylaws and 
procedures that Council could adopt in the future.  These procedures cover Council’s 
adoption of Robert’s Rules of Order, time limits for public comment and other issues.  
Council could choose to adopt the procedures at the March 7th meeting. 
 
 F.  Manager Hogarth identified an issue regarding the Occupation Tax 
exemptions, our ordinance and Resolution 2011-2.  It was suggested that Council take 
action to amend the ordinance sometime before the end of the year when that 
information needs to be conveyed to Keystone Collections for the 2023 tax year. 
 
 G.  Manager Hogarth advised Council that part-time police officer, Tom Swank, is 
willing to serve on a part-time, temporary basis in the public works department to assist 
one day a week until the full-time employees are hired.  Council advised to have this on 
the March 7th agenda for a motion. 



 

 

 H.  Council was given a handicap parking application from 2606 Boas St.  If 
approved at the March 7th meeting, a handicap parking sign will be erected for on-street 
parking in front of that residence. 
 
 I.    Hogarth and the parks sub-committee has started the grant application 
process through the DCNR for phase 2 of the Little Valley Park project.  As such, DCNR 
is requiring Council to act on a resolution provided by the agency.  A copy of the 
resolution has been forwarded to the Solicitor for her review.  This will appear on the 
March 7th agenda.   
 
 
3.  Old Business 
 

A.  Solicitor Kern drafted and reviewed a Covid-19 leave policy for non-uniform 
employees.  This was discussed with council and will appear on the March 7th 
agenda for action. 

 
B.  Councilman Stokes reminded everyone of the potential grant for a new 

electronic sign that the Penbrook Revitalization organization is willing to 
apply.  A decision needs to be made on the type of sign so a cost can be 
estimated to secure the grant.  Placement of the sign may depend on taking 
ownership of the triangle property currently owned by the fire department.  
Stokes asked everyone to consider the sign options and provide feedback to 
him as soon as possible. 

 
C. Hogarth briefed Council on the progress of the salt shed rebuild.  The least 

expensive quote from a design professional to certify the drawings was 
$1,800.  Starcrest Builders provided a quote for the construction but it was not 
with prevailing wage, so Hogarth is awaiting a new bid from them. 

 
   
4.  Citizen Comments 
 
 There were no citizen comments 
 
 
5.  Council Comments 
 
 Ramper asked about the invoice from CGA Law.  There were no times listed for 
each item of work submitted by the solicitor.  This will be rectified by their billing 
department and resent.  There was also a question about “liens” on the general fund 
expenses and not the stormwater expenses.  Kern and Hogarth said with the transition 
from Wendaur Law to CGA Law there were discussions about liens that would not have 
been specifically storm water liens therefore placed on the general fund invoice. 
 
  



 

 

6.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 pm 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
 
Joseph Hogarth 
Borough Secretary 


