
Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

January 4, 2021 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

 A.  On January 4, 2021 Council President David Deardorff called the 

Borough Council to order at 6:30pm followed by a salute to the flag and an 

invocation by Pastor Halliday. 

 

 B.  Roll Call 

  

 All were present.  Vice President Ramper, N Shaw, V Shaw and Solicitor 

Wendaur attended via zoom. 

 

2. Action on the minutes from the December 7, 2020 Council Meeting 

 

 Council President Deardorff asked for and received a motion to approve 

from Stokes and seconded by Heffelfinger.  There were no comments.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

3.  Action on the minutes from the December 21, 2020 Caucus Meeting 

 

 Council President Deardorff asked for and received a motion to approve the 

minutes from Armbruster and seconded by Stokes.  There were no comments.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

4.   Citizen comments on agenda items 

 

 There were no comments 

 

5. Reports 

 

 A.  Mayor – The Mayor provided Council with both the December as well as 

year-end 2020 Police Reports. 

 

 B.  Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for December 

2020.  A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by Dry to accept the 

report.  It was voted on unanimously. 

 



 C.  Manager Hogarth – No report 

 

D.  Solicitor – No Report 

 

 E.  STEMS – No report 

 

 F.  Fire Chief – Chief Lacher read the report  

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Council President Deardorff read the codes report 

 

  ii. Public Safety – EMC Zwigart reminded Council that N Shaw, 

Heffelfinger and Armbruster are this month’s Order of Succession members.  

  The monthly training will be on January 21
st
 as well as a webinar 

offered by PA Boroughs Association for elected officials on Jan 6
th

 if anyone is 

interested. 

  iii. Parks and Property – Chairman Stokes reported that H.E. Black 

submitted the plan proposals for Little Valley Park which will be discussed at the 

January 19 Caucus meeting. 

 

  iv. Public Works – Chairman N. Shaw read the public works report as 

provided by PW Supervisor Bragunier. 

 

  v. Personnel – No report 

 

  vi. Community and Government – No report 

 

vii. Budget –Chairman Armbruster distributed a revenue and expense 

report for all borough funds and pointed out that overall the Borough 

had expenses that exceeded revenues by $500,000.00 

 

  viii. Authority – Vice chair Dry reported that some delinquent letters 

went out to those having 2017 delinquent accounts.  The December meeting was 

cancelled due to a weather event and the January meeting is scheduled for the 20
th
 

at 6:30pm 

 

  ix. Planning Commission – Chairman Stokes reminded everyone that 

the focus in 2021 will be the creation of a new comprehensive plan.  He also 



encouraged everyone to offer input by either attending meetings or passing ideas 

on to Commission members. 

 

6. New Business 

 

 A.  Approve or reject a motion to approve Resolution 2021-1 setting the 

Borough Fee Schedule for 2021 and beyond. 

 A motion to approve the Resolution was made by Dry and seconded by 

Heffelfinger.  There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

 B.  Approve or reject a motion to accept the resignation of Sean Harris from 

the Civil Service Commission. 

 A motion to accept the resignation was made by Armbruster and seconded 

by Heffelfinger.  There was no discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 C.  Approve or reject a motion to appoint Nate Shaw to the Civil Service 

Commission to a term which will end the last day of December 2025. 

 A motion to appoint was made by Armbruster and seconded by Heffelfinger.  

There was no discussion and the motion carried with N. Shaw abstaining. 

 

 D.  Approve or reject a motion to appoint Tammy Sweger as an alternate 

member of the Civil Service Commission to a six year term ending on the last day 

of December 2026. 

 A motion to appoint was made by N. Shaw and seconded by Stokes.  There 

was no discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 E.  Approve or reject a motion to re-appoint Glynis Smith to the Storm 

Water Authority for a five year term ending the last day of December 2025. 

 A motion was made to re-appoint by Dry and seconded by Heffelfinger.  

There was no discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 F.  Approve or reject a motion to re-appoint Rick Levandusky to the 

Planning Commission for a two year term ending on the last day of December 

2022. 

 A motion to re-appoint was made by Armbruster and seconded by Stokes.  

There was no discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 



 G.  Approve or reject a motion to appoint Steve Clark as the Fire Police 

Captain.   

 A motion to appoint was made by Heffelfinger and seconded by Dry.  

Discussion involved Ramper asking if there was a background investigation done 

on Clark prior to this motion.  Manager Hogarth said the Borough did not do a 

background nor was there a background conducted by the Borough on previous 

Captain, Jon Morris.  The Fire Police Board, which included the Chief of Police 

and Officer Baldwin, did meet and agreed on the proposed appointment.  Fire 

Chief Lacher and Asst. Chief Heffelfinger stated that background checks are done 

in-house and there was nothing that would preclude Clark from performing those 

duties.  There was no further discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 H.  Approve or reject a motion to approve Resolution 2021-2 and the 

donation from the Penbrook Athletic Association to be used for athletic fields. 

 A motion to approve the Resolution was made by Stokes and seconded by 

Armbruster.  There was no discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 I.  Approve or reject a motion to accept the retirement of Officer Dan 

Baldwin effective March 1
st
, 2021. 

 A motion to accept was made by Armbruster and seconded by Stokes.  

There was no discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 J.  Approve or reject a motion to authorize the Civil Service Commission to 

advertise for a full time police officer position. 

 A motion to authorize was made by Dry and seconded by Heffelfinger. 

There was no discussion and motion carried unanimously. 

  

7.  Visitors to be heard. 

 

 A.  Clyde Bateman of 2615 Boas St wanted to thank the public works crew 

for their snow removal efforts and wanted to thank whoever was responsible for 

removing the vandalized abandoned vehicle from the street near his home.  He also 

questioned the glass recycling drop off that was mentioned on social media.  

Manager Hogarth explained that Harrisburg City, as part of their contract, wants to 

put a glass recycling drop off along Market Street Road at the entrance of the 

borough garage.  This will be a volunteer effort and residents are not required to 

utilize the site. 

 

  

 



8. Council comments  

 

 A.  Armbruster cautioned everyone about 1
st
 quarter spending 

 

 B.  V. Shaw wanted to thank the public works staff for putting up the 

holiday wreaths. 

 

 C.  Heffelfinger thanked the public works staff for the work they did in 

keeping the roadway salted and safe during the water main break recently 

 

 D.  Deardorff thanked the public works staff for their efforts with the snow 

removal and thanked Rick Levandusky, N. Shaw and Tammy Sweger for serving 

on their respective commissions. 

 

 E.  Ramper inquired about a call he received from the owner of 

Zimmerman’s Candy store regarding an incident in which the Fire Department 

ordered candy but never picked it up.  Heffelfinger explained, as assistant fire 

chief, he was the one that spoke to the owner and didn’t order anything but asked 

to be provided with pricing.  Chief Lacher said he would contact Zimmerman’s to 

discuss. 

 

9. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Heffelfinger to pay the bills.  It was seconded by 

Armbruster.  There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

10. Adjournment 

 

 A motion was made by Heffelfinger to adjourn the meeting at 7:08pm.  It 

was seconded by Armbruster and voted in favor unanimously. 

 

11. Executive Session was called to order to discuss a personnel matter. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth 

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 



Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

February 1, 2021 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

 A.  On February 1, 2021 Council President David Deardorff called the Borough Council 

to order at 6:30 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a moment of silence. 

 

 B.  Roll Call 

  

 Due to a weather emergency the meeting was moved to on-line.  In attendance were 

President Deardorff, Dry, Armbruster, V. Shaw, Stokes, Mayor McDonald, Solicitor Wendaur 

and Manager Hogarth.  Chief Lacher and Bob Rhoades were in attendance representing the fire 

department and fire police. 

 

2. Action on the minutes from the January 4, 2021 Council Meeting 

 

 Council President Deardorff asked for and received a motion to approve from V. Shaw 

and seconded by Stokes.  There were no comments.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

3.  Action on the minutes from the January 19, 2021 Caucus Meeting 

 

 Council President Deardorff asked for and received a motion to approve the minutes from 

Dry and seconded by Armbruster.  There were no comments.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

4.   Citizen comments on agenda items 

 

 There were no comments 

 

5. Reports 

 

 A.  Mayor – The Mayor provided Council with the January 2021 Police Reports 

 

 B.  Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for December 2020.  A 

motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by Dry to accept the report.  It was voted on 

unanimously. 

 

 C.  Manager Hogarth – A reminder that 2020 Ethics forms are due 

 

D.  Solicitor – No Report 

 

 E.  STEMS – No report 

 

 F.  Fire Chief – Chief Lacher read the report  

 



 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Council President Deardorff read the codes report 

 

  ii. Public Safety – On behalf of EMC Zwigart, who was plowing snow, V. Shaw 

reminded Council that Heffelfinger, Armbruster and Dry are this month’s Order of Succession 

members.  

   

  iii. Parks and Property – Chairman Stokes reported that the Parks sub-committee 

has been discussing the Little Valley Summer Program and the committee’s wish is to have the 

program despite whatever COVID mitigation efforts are in place at that time. 

 

  iv. Public Works – No Report 

  

  v. Personnel – No report 

 

  vi. Community and Government – V. Shaw reminded everyone that the deadline 

for newsletter submissions is February 10.  The Lion’s Club is having a pancake breakfast on 

March 13.  There are several clean-up days scheduled in the borough this spring and there will be 

a community yard sale on June 5. 

 

vii. Budget –Chairman Armbruster distributed a revenue and expense report for 

all borough funds.  He also reviewed a report sent out to council regarding 

delinquent tax collection.  There is $85,000 in delinquent tax revenue that hasn’t 

been paid by owners of rental properties.  Chairman Armbruster also mentioned 

there are several resolutions on the agenda this evening and they are for the 

purpose of exonerating the elected tax collector, Fred Pace, for less than 100 

percent tax collection. 

 

  viii. Authority – Vice chair Dry reported the SWA discussed the progress of the 

stormwater basin project proposed to be installed before the end of the current permit cycle in the 

East Harrisburg Cemetery.  There are stormwater educational flyers at the borough office that 

should be distributed to council members to be displayed at strategic locations throughout the 

wards.  The next SWA meeting is Wednesday February 17
th

 at 6:30pm. 

 

  ix. Planning Commission – The status of Model City Cleaners is now “sold”.  

President Deardorff spoke to the new owner that mentioned he would like to put in retail space 

downstairs and renovate the two apartments on the second floor and rent them out.  The next 

Planning Commission meeting is Thursday February 25
th

 at 6:30pm. 

 

6. New Business 

 

 A.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the appointment of Gavin Ford of 3731 

Rutherford St, Harrisburg as a Penbrook Fire Police Officer. 

 A motion to approve was made by Deardorff and seconded by V. Shaw.  Deardoff 

mentioned that Ford’s background checks were distributed to council members after being 



verified by the police department.  There was no further discussion and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 B.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the appointment of Christine Clark of 

314 30 ½ St, Penbrook as a Penbrook Fire Police Officer. 

 A motion to approve was made by Armbruster and seconded by Stokes and the motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

 C.  Mayor McDonald to conduct swearing in ceremony of Penbrook Fire Police is 

postponed due to the weather emergency.   

 

 D.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the application for a handicapped 

parking request for on street parking by Juanita Pfeuffer of 231 S. 29
th

 Street. 

 Armbruster made a motion to reject the application because Pfeuffer has off street 

parking by way of a garage. V. Shaw seconded the motion to reject and the motion carried 

unanimously.  Manager Hogarth will send the applicant a letter notifying her of the decision. 

 E.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the transfer of funds from the General 

Fund to the Highway Aid Fund in the amount of $5,422.75 as a result of a finding from the 

Auditor General’s office involving engineering fees from the 2019 Carol and Caco Streets 

paving project. 

 A motion to approve the transfer was made by Armbruster and seconded by Deardorff.  

Comments were made by Armbruster explaining that this is not uncommon since the regulations 

for using the funds are complicated and sometimes overlooked.  Manager Hogarth explained that 

more than likely, then Manager Eberly, simply failed to include the engineering fees in the 

proposal to be approved by PenDOT but the engineering fees are something approved by the 

regulations.  There was no further discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 F.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the amendments to the Civil Service 

Regulations as presented to this Council by the Civil Service Commission. 

 A motion to approve the changes was made by Armbruster and seconded by Stokes.  

There was no discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 G.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the allocation of funds for H.E. Black 

and Associates to develop a master plan for the Little Valley Park in the amount of $8,650.00. 

 A motion to approve was made by Stokes and seconded by Armbruster.  There was no 

discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 H.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table Resolution 2021-6 and the 

Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System Defined Benefit Plan Adoption Agreement 001. 

 A motion to approve the plan was made by Armbruster and seconded by V. Shaw.  There 

was no discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 I.  A motion needed to approve, reject or table Resolution 2021-3 exonerating Frederick J 

Pace, Tax Collector, full and final settlement of the 2020 Real Estate and Fire Protection Tax. 

 



 A motion to approve was made by Armbruster and seconded by V. Shaw.  There was no 

discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

  

 J.  A motion needed to approve, reject or table Resolution 2021-4 exonerating Frederick J 

Pace, Tax Collector, full and final settlement of the 2020 Municipal Solid Waste Fee. 

 

 A motion to approve was made by V. Shaw and seconded by Dry.  There was no 

discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 K.  A motion needed to approve, reject or table Resolution 2021-5 exonerating Frederick 

J Pace, Tax Collector, full and final settlement of the 2020 Sewer Rental. 

 

 A motion to approve was made by Stokes and seconded by V. Shaw.  There was no 

discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

   

7.  Visitors to be heard 

 

 No comments 

  

 

8. Council comments  

 

 A.  Armbruster asked Stokes if there was any progress on the borough building mural 

project.  There was nothing from Sprocket Mural Works and will require follow up and a future 

report to council. 

 

  

9. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Armbruster to pay the bills.  It was seconded Deardorff.  There 

was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

10. Adjournment 

 

 A motion was made by Stokes to adjourn the meeting at 7:11pm.  It was seconded by Dry 

and voted in favor unanimously. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth 

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 



Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

March 1, 2021 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

 A.  March 1, 2021 Council President David Deardorff called the Borough 

Council to order at 6:30 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a prayer offered by 

Pastor Halliday. 

 

 B.  Roll Call 

  

 All were present with the exception of Councilman Heffelfinger. 

 

2. Action on the minutes from the February 1, 2021 Council Meeting 

 

 Council President Deardorff asked for and received a motion to approve 

from Dry and seconded by Stokes.  There were no comments.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

3.  Action on the minutes from the February 16, 2021 Caucus Meeting 

 

 Council President Deardorff asked for and received a motion to approve the 

minutes from Armbruster and seconded by Dry.  There were no comments.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

4.   Citizen comments on agenda items 

 

 There were no comments. 

 

5. Reports 

 

 A.  Mayor – The Mayor provided Council with the February 2021 Police 

Reports. 

 

 B.  Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for December 

2020.  A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by N. Shaw to accept the 

report.  It was voted on unanimously. 

 



 C.  Manager Hogarth – We received our 2021 liquid fuels funds in the 

amount of $80,201.76 

 

D.  Solicitor – No Report 

 

 E.  STEMS – No report 

 

 F.  Fire Chief – Chief Lacher read the report  

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Council President Deardorff read the codes report 

 

  ii. Public Safety – EMC Zwigart reminded Council that Armbruster, 

Dry and Deardorff are this month’s Order of Succession members. There will be 

WebEOC training on March 13 and several participated in the recent damage 

assessment training.  There will be an EOC drill on April 17. 

   

  iii. Parks and Property – Chairman Stokes reported that the parks sub-

committee has been discussing the Little Valley grant as well as the mural project. 

 

  iv. Public Works – No Report 

  

  v. Personnel – No Report 

 

  vi. Community and Government – The Lion’s Club is having a 

pancake breakfast on March 13.  There are several clean-up days scheduled in the 

borough this spring and there will be a community yard sale on June 5. 

 

vii. Budget –Chairman Armbruster distributed a revenue and expense 

report for all borough funds.   

 

  viii. Authority –The next SWA meeting is Wednesday March 17 at 

6:30pm 

 

  ix. Planning Commission – The Planning Commission has begun 

strategizing for the new Comprehensive Plan and a community survey is being 

developed to be sent out for feedback. 

 

 



6. New Business 

 

 A.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table Resolution 2021-8 to 

allow for the transfer of ownership of the duty pistol used by Officer Dan Baldwin 

from the Borough to Officer Baldwin. 

 A motion to approve was made by Armbruster and seconded by N Shaw.  

The motion carried unanimously 

 

 B.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the transfer of $8,400.00 

from the Compensatory Capital Reserve Fund to the General Fund to pay Dan 

Baldwin’s accumulated leave time. 

 A motion to approve was made by Dry and seconded by V Shaw.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

 C.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the Benecon Employee 

Medical Eligibility Continuation Policy. 

 A motion to approve was made by Armbruster and seconded by Deardorff.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 D.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the removal of five 

handicap parking signs and spaces listed on attached document. 

 A motion to approve was made by Armbruster and seconded by N. Shaw.  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 E.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the amended agreement 

with the Dauphin County Land Bank Authority, Mr. Blain Bargo and the Borough 

of Penbrook regarding 2419 Canby Street. 

 A motion to approve was made by Deardorff and seconded by N Shaw.   

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

7.  Visitors to be heard 

 

 Clyde Bateman of 2615 Boas wanted to know if the pancake breakfast was 

eat-in or just carry out.  He wanted everyone to know that he didn’t have a printer 

to print the tax forms he received and complained about various parking issues 

throughout the borough. 

 

 

 

 



8. Council comments  

 

 A.  Armbruster wanted to wish Officer Dan Baldwin well.  Baldwin is 

retiring from full time police service after 25 plus years with the borough. 

 

 B.  The Mayor wanted to thank the Public Works crew for a job well done 

with snow removal.  He also thanked the fire department for coming out to help 

with a neighbor’s cat. 

 

 C.  President Deardorff reminded everyone that there would be an executive 

session immediately following tonight’s meeting.  He also thanked the crew for 

snow removal as well as the volunteers that help as part of the Community and 

Government committee with their snow removal efforts. 

 

9. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Armbruster to pay the bills.  It was seconded V 

Shaw.  There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

10. Adjournment 

 

 A motion was made by Dry to adjourn the meeting at 7:04 pm.  It was 

seconded by N Shaw and voted in favor unanimously.  Executive Session 

adjourned at 7:40pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth 

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 



Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

April 5, 2021 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

 A.  April 5, 2021 Council President David Deardorff called the Borough 

Council to order at 6:30 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a prayer offered by 

Pastor Halliday. 

 

 B.  Roll Call 

  

 All were present with the exception of Councilman Heffelfinger 

 

2. Action on the minutes from the March 1, 2021 Council Meeting 

 

 Council President Deardorff asked for and received a motion to approve 

from Armbruster and seconded by Dry.  V Shaw asked for clarification as to 

whether there was an executive session.  Manager Hogarth said there would not be 

an adjournment time listed if there was not an executive session.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

3.  Action on the minutes from the March 15, 2021 Caucus Meeting 

 

 Council President Deardorff asked for and received a motion to approve the 

minutes from Dry and seconded by Armbruster.  There were no comments.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

4.   Citizen comments on agenda items 

 

 There were no comments. 

 

5.   Appointments 

 

 A.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the appointment of Mrs. 

Mary Ann O’Leary to the Zoning Hearing Board as a member.  A motion to 

approve was made by Armbruster and seconded by Stokes.  There was no 

discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 



 B.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the appointment of Mr. 

Raymond O’Leary to the Zoning Hearing Board as an alternate member.  A motion 

to approve was made by Armbruster and seconded by Stokes.  There was no 

discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 C.  Mayor McDonald officiated the swearing in of Mr. and Mrs. O’Leary for 

their respective positions on the ZHB. 

 

6. Reports 

 

 A.  Mayor – The Mayor provided Council with the March 2021 Police 

Reports. 

 

 B.  Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for March 

2021.  A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by Stokes to accept the 

report.  It was voted on unanimously. 

 

 C.  Manager Hogarth – We received notification from the County that we’ve 

been awarded $85,000 from the gaming grant.  This will be transferred to the 

Asylum Run Debt Service Fund to be paid in 2022.  Street sweeping is scheduled 

for the week of May 10
th
.  Notifications will be made through social media closer 

to the event. 

 

D.  Solicitor – No Report 

 

 E.  STEMS – No report 

 

 F.  Fire Chief – Chief Lacher read the report  

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Council President Deardorff read the codes report 

 

  ii. Public Safety – EMC Zwigart reminded Council that Dry, 

Deardorff and Ramper are this month’s Order of Succession members. He 

disseminated the procedures for opening the EOC should an event occur and 

reminded everyone of this month’s county wide training event to occur on 4/17. 

   

  iii. Parks and Property – Chairman Stokes reported that the parks sub-

committee has been discussing the Little Valley grant and an agenda item for 



tonight will be to approve phase 1 so Carmen can proceed with the grant 

application.  A local business pledge of $1,000 for the project was received from 

Zigmund’s and everyone is very appreciative of that. 

 

  iv. Public Works – N Shaw read the report.  He also mentioned that 

there was a second bid received for a plow which was much higher than the one we 

currently have.  Supervisor Bragunier will be sharing that with Council. 

  

  v. Personnel – No Report 

 

  vi. Community and Government – There was a clean-up event at 

Community Park on March 27
th

 and a thank you for all that participated.  There 

will be one on April 24
th
 organized by local business, Ralph E. Jones.  There will 

be a Sound the Alarm event on May 8
th

 and the committee is working with Chief 

Lacher to coordinate the event. 

 

vii. Budget –Chairman Armbruster distributed a revenue and expense 

report for all borough funds and was very thankful that revenues for 

the first quarter of this year have exceeded that of first quarter 

numbers from the previous several years.  A very good sign 

considering the Covid pandemic. 

 

  viii. Authority –The basin project is starting to get underway and is 

expected to be completed before the end of the current permit cycle which expires 

in August of 2023.  After completion of that project the SWA would like to look at 

the current fee schedule and what changes can be made.  Attempts are still being 

made to collect on unpaid fees.  Those delinquent payments total $43,000 from 

2017; $74,000 from 2018; and $44,000 from 2019.  The next SWA meeting is 

Wednesday April 21
st
 at 6:30pm. 

 

  ix. Planning Commission – The Planning Commission has begun 

strategizing for the new Comprehensive Plan and a community survey is being 

developed to be sent out for feedback.  The next meeting is Thursday April 22
nd

 at 

6:30 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7. New Business 

 

 A.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table ending the probationary 

period and making the position of Police Lieutenant, permanent for Lt. Jesse Foltz.  

A motion to approve was made by Deardorff and seconded by Dry.  There was no 

discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 B.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the conditional offer of 

employment to Mr. Jonathan Bonheur as a full time police officer.  A motion to 

approve was made my Armbruster and seconded by Stokes.  There was no 

discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 C.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the purchase of a new 

vehicle F450 utility body truck for the Public Works Department at an approximate 

cost of $66,000.  A motion to approve was made by Armbruster and seconded by 

Stokes.  Nate Shaw said he’d like to consider leasing/financing options as well as 

purchasing.  There was no further discussion.  Ramper was a no vote.  All others 

voted to approve and the motion carried. 

 

 D.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the purchase of a new 

vehicle F250 pickup truck for the Public Works Department at an approximate cost 

of $48,000.  A motion to approve was made my Armbruster and seconded by 

Stokes.  Ramper asked why we wouldn’t keep the 2008 truck for the purpose of 

towing the sewer trailer and other utility uses.  The motion to approve has been 

made and a vote needs to be taken on that motion pending further discussion.  A 

rollcall vote was taken with Dry, Stokes, Deardorff and Armbruster voting in favor 

of the motion.  N Shaw, V Shaw and Ramper voted no.  The motion to approve 

carried. 

 

 E.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the street closure permit 

application submitted by the Penbrook Fire Department for an event scheduled for 

August 28, 2021.  A motion to approve was made by Dry and seconded by V 

Shaw.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 F.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the lease agreement with 

the Wilhelm Paxtang Baseball Association for use of the facilities and fields at 

Community Park.   A motion to approve was made by Armbruster and seconded by 

Dry.  Ramper asked if the lease agreement included the use of the concession 

stand.  Manager Hogarth stated the Solicitor Wendaur included that in the lease 



provided to Council.  There was no other discussion the motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 G.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the lease agreement for 

use of Community Park by an adult soccer group.  Manager Hogarth stated that 

this was added to agenda anticipating something in place with the group but there 

has been no contact or specifics for the agreement so a motion to table was made 

by Deardorff.  The motion was seconded by Armbruster and carried unanimously. 

 

 H.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the budget template for 

Phase 1 of the Little Valley Park Project.  A motion to approve was made by 

Stokes and seconded by Dry.  Armbruster asked what the plan was to come up 

with $40,000 in matching funds needed.  Members of the parks sub-committee 

stated that there would be additional grants and donations solicited and if the 

matching funds couldn’t be secured then the project would not move forward.  

There was no further discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

8.  Visitors to be heard 

 

 A.  Mike Brochetti of 2813 Butler complained of cars speeding on that block 

and would like police to enforce or other efforts to mitigate the issue. 

 

 B.  Mary Ann O’Leary from 2712 Hoffer also said she’s aware of unsafe 

driving in that area particularly with a little black two door car.  She had questions 

about the Stormwater Authority which Deardorff and Dry answered and she 

brought attention to a broken handrail at Community Park. 

 

9. Council comments   

 

 A.  Dry congratulated newly hired officer Bonheur and thanked Brochetti 

and O’Leary for their concerns and bringing it to Council’s attention. 

 

 B.  Armbruster, Deardorff and the Mayor all commented on those topics and 

thanked the O’Leary’s for their willingness to serve on the Zoning Hearing Board. 

 

 

 

 

  

 



10. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Armbruster to pay the bills.  It was seconded by 

Stokes. There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

11. Adjournment 

 

 A motion was made by Armbruster to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 pm.  It 

was seconded by Stokes and voted in favor unanimously.  Executive Session 

adjourned at 8:25 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth 

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 



Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

May 3, 2021 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

 A.  May 3, 2021 Council President David Deardorff called the Borough 

Council to order at 6:30 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a prayer offered by 

Pastor Halliday. 

 

 B.  Roll Call 

  

 All were present with the exception of Councilman Heffelfinger and 

Solicitor Wendaur. 

 

2. Action on the minutes from the April 5, 2021 Council Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by Armbruster, second by V Shaw, motion carried 

 

3.  Action on the minutes from the April 19, 2021 Caucus Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by Dry, second by Armbruster, motion carried 

 

4. President Deardorff adjourned the Council meeting at 6:35pm and called to 

order a meeting to hear public comments on the proposed ordinance changes under 

Chapter 241, “Registration of Foreclosing Mortgaged Property and Vacant 

Property.”  There were no public comments.  Kevin Sidella of ProChamps offered 

a few comments to remind everyone they will be handling the vacant and 

foreclosed property registrations.  As there was no further comment, this public 

hearing was adjourned at 6:39pm and the Council meeting was re-convened. 

 

5.   Citizen comments on agenda items 

 

 There were no comments 

 

6.   Magisterial District Judge candidates:  Both candidates for MDJ 12-1-01 

were invited to attend an upcoming meeting to introduce themselves and allow the 

public and elected officials to ask questions.  At this meeting, Mr. Greg Mills 

attended and said a few words about his background and experience as a leader in 

the community and candidate for MDJ. 



 

7.  Appointments 

 

 A.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the appointment of Ms. 

Casey Mutzabaugh to the Planning commission as a member.  A motion to 

approve was made by Stokes and seconded by N Shaw.  Motion carried. 

 

 B.  Mayor McDonald conducted the swearing in of Casey Mutzabaugh as a 

member of the Planning Commission.  

 

8. Reports 

 

 A.  Mayor – The Mayor provided Council with the April 2021 Police 

Reports. 

 

 B.  Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for April 2021.  

A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by N Shaw to accept the report.  

It was voted on unanimously. 

 

 C.  Manager Hogarth – No report 

 

D.  Solicitor – absent 

 

 E.  STEMS – No report 

 

 F.  Fire Chief – Chief Lacher read the report  

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Council President Deardorff read the codes report 

 

  ii. Public Safety – EMC Zwigart reminded Council that Deardorff, 

Ramper and Stokes are this month’s Order of Succession members. He reported 

that the county-wide drill went well and he thanked all those that participated.  ID 

cards will be ordered for EMA staff and he inquired about the idea of the EMA 

having their own FB page.  Council suggested he contact Rick Levandusky for 

more information. 

   



  iii. Parks and Property – Chairman Stokes reported that the Little 

Valley Summer Program is scheduled to start on June 22 and run for 5 weeks.  The 

waivers and COVID protocol forms are being reviewed. 

 

  iv. Public Works – N Shaw read the report.  He also mentioned that 

street sweeping will be the week of May 10
th

.   

  

  v. Personnel – The committee is currently working with the Teamsters 

to negotiate the new police collective bargaining agreement. 

 

  vi. Community and Government – The newsletter deadline is May 

10
th
.  There is a “Sound the Alarm” event scheduled with the Fire Department on 

May 8
th

.  A community yard sale will be held on June 5
th
 from 8am until 1pm and 

National Night Out will be much like last year where police officers and possibly 

elected officials will be doing foot patrols throughout the Borough.  Residents are 

encouraged to be out interacting with their neighbors and officers. 

 

vii. Budget –Chairman Armbruster distributed a revenue and expense 

report for all borough funds and said there was nothing unusual to 

report 

 

  viii. Authority –The solicitor was able to get signatures for the basin 

project to begin but had to return it so it could be notarized.  Approximately 

$45,000 was collected in delinquent fees from 2017 and 2018 billings.  The next 

SWA meeting is May 19
th
 at 6:30pm. 

 

  ix. Planning Commission – Stokes thanked Casey Mutzabaugh for 

volunteering to serve as the fifth member of the commission.  There will be a 

questionnaire going out with the next newsletter concerning the comprehensive 

plan and the next meeting will be Thursday May 27
th

 at 6:30 pm. 

 

9. New Business 

 

 A.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the amendment of 

Borough Ordinance 2021-1 titled Registration of Foreclosing Mortgaged Property 

and Vacant Property.  Motion to approve by Armbruster, seconded by Dry.  

Motion carried. 

 



 B.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table Resolution 2021-9 for the 

disposal of certain items belonging to the borough.  Motion to approve made by 

Stokes and seconded by V Shaw.  The motion carried. 

 

 C.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the proposed contract 

offered to the Borough by Zelenkofske Axelrod LLC.  A motion to approve made 

by Armbruster and seconded by V Shaw.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 D.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the proposed movie night 

on August 28
th
, 2021.  A motion to approve made by V Shaw and seconded by 

Armbruster.  The motion carried. 

 

 E.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the proposed 

intergovernmental cooperation agreement for use of the Swatara compost facility.  

A motion to table was made by N Shaw and seconded by Armbruster.  The motion 

carried. 

 

10.  Visitors to be heard 

 

 A.  Pastor Mark Halliday of the Penbrook Church of God announced there 

will be a community Picnic in the church parking lot on June 26
th
 from 11am until 

3pm.  The event is free. 

 

 B.  Clyde Bateman of 2615 Boas 

 

i.  There is a car across the street from his residence with expired 

inspection with an abandoned sticker from March.  Officer Leggore 

has been dealing with this and the owner of the vehicle is recently 

deceased.  The family is still trying to deal with property along with 

the vehicle. 

 

  ii.  There’s a pop up camper parked in the alley near 2713 Boas 

 

iii.  There’s a tree near 26
th
 and Elm that keeps losing branches during 

high winds 

 

iv.  Where is the movie night being held?  V Shaw, Community Park 

 

 

 



11. Council comments   

 

 A.  Dry:  Thank you for the public comments and all that came out to the 

meeting 

  

 B.  Armbruster:  Thank you to Cheryl and Todd Zwigart for the EMA 

training and food provided 

 

 C.  N Shaw:  Thank you to the fire department and public works for their 

work cleaning up after the windstorm and thank you and congratulations to Casey 

Mutzabaugh for her willingness to join the Planning Commission 

 

 D.  Deardorff:  Thank you to the FD and PW for their efforts after the 

windstorm and also to Casey Mutzabaugh 

 

 

12. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Armbruster to pay the bills.  It was seconded N 

Shaw.  There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

13. Adjournment 

 

 A motion was made by N Shaw to adjourn the meeting at 7:30pm.  It was 

seconded by Armbruster and voted in favor unanimously.   

 

14. An executive session to discuss a legal matter was convened at 7:38pm and 

adjourned at 7:42pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth 

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 



Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

June 7, 2021 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

A. June 7, 2021 Council President David Deardorff called the Borough Council 

to order at 6:30pm followed by a salute to the flag and a prayer offered by 

Pastor Halliday. 

 

B. Roll Call 

 

i) Present were Councilmembers Dry (zoom), Armbruster, V Shaw, 

Deardorff and Stokes.  Also in attendance was Solicitor Wendaur via 

Zoom. 

 

2. Action on the minutes from the May 3, 2021 Council Meeting 

 

i) Motion to accept by Armbruster, second by V Shaw, motion carried 

 

3. Action on the minutes from the May 17, 2021 Caucus Meeting 

 

i) Motion to accept by Stokes, second by Armbruster, motion carried 

 

4. Citizen comments on agenda items 

 

i) There were no comments 

 

5. Reports 

 

A. Mayor – Chief Hogarth provided Council with the May 2021 Police Reports.  

The department had 100 more calls in May than in previous months and are 

still short 2 full time officers. 

 

B. Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for May 2021.  A 

motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by Deardorff to accept the 

report.  It was voted on unanimously. 

 

C. Manager Hogarth – A reminder that the Public Works staff is working 

summer hours which are 6:00 am - 2:30 pm.  June 19
th
 is the municipal 

record clean-up project.  There are two new funds created to handle capital 

reserve, one belonging to the SWA and the other for the Borough to manage 

the ARPA funding. 

 



D. Solicitor – No report 

 

E. STEMS – No report 

 

F. Fire Chief – Chief Lacher read the report  

 

G. Committees 

 

i) Codes – Council President Deardorff read the codes report 

 

ii) Public Safety – EMC Zwigart reminded Council that Ramper, Stokes and 

V. Shaw are this month’s Order of Succession members. He would like 

EMA staff to walk with officers and elected officials during National 

Night Out.  And he will be going through storage bins and throwing out 

old and obsolete EMA materials in the near future. 

 

iii) Parks and Property – Chairman Stokes reported that the North East PA 

Lions Service Foundation, with the help of Vicky Dougherty, has agreed 

to donate $14,778.00 for the ADA accessible improvements which is part 

of the overall Little Valley Park project recently started.  The Lions will 

be holding the funds until the Borough is ready to pay that invoice. 

 

iv) Public Works – Stokes read the report   

 

v) Personnel – No report 

 

vi) Community and Government – The municipal record clean-up project 

will start at 9am on June 19
th
.  The Church of God will be having their 

Community Picnic on June 26
th
.  It’s free to the community.  Donations 

requests will soon start concerning the back-to-school backpack program. 

 

vii) Budget –Chairman Armbruster distributed a revenue and expense 

report for all borough funds.  He questioned why the new SWA Capital 

Reserve Fund was part of the Treasurer’s report.  Manager Hogarth said 

the SWA 04 Operating Fund has been part of the report since its 

inception but this can be part of a discussion at the SWA and upcoming 

caucus meeting to discuss the severability. 

 

viii) Authority –No report 

 

ix) Planning Commission – Stokes reported that there is a community survey 

that has been distributed with the most recent newsletter.  He looks 

forward to the responses and thanked Jim Armbruster for donating the 



prizes that will be given out in the form of a random drawing for those 

that provide responses. 

 

6. New Business 

 

A. A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the agreement between the 

Borough and Swatara Township for the use of the Swatara Township 

Compost Facility for leaf drop-off.  Deardorff made a motion to approve and 

was seconded by Armbruster.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

7. Visitors to be heard 

 

A. Pastor Mark Halliday of the Penbrook Church of God announced there will 

be a Community Picnic in the church parking lot on June 26
th
 from 11am 

until 3pm.  The event is free.  The Church has teamed up with Remove the 

Mountain, a ministry that will be distributing food in the church parking lot 

on the third Saturday of each month starting this month.  Times will be 

12pm-3pm. 

 

B. Clyde Bateman of 2615 Boas 

 

i) The car discussed at last month’s meeting is still there.  He said he asked 

the Chief about it and the response was the owner had died and the 

family was working on the transfer.  Chief Hogarth reported that the 

owner is still dead and the transfer will take some time.  There is no 

intention at this time to force anyone to move the car.  Bateman stated the 

owner should’ve gotten the car inspected before they died. 

 

ii) There’s a pop up camper parked in the alley near 2713 Boas.  Chief 

Hogarth asked Officer Baldwin to advise the owner this is a violation of 

the borough code and should be removed from the public right-of-way. 

 

C. Steve Garisto of 2531 Boas 

 

i) Thank you to the Lions/Leos for delivering the newsletter. 

ii) Fireworks should not be set off on Memorial Day as it’s a somber 

holiday.  They should be reserved for the 4
th
 of July. 

iii) He heard a group of children/teens out in the street well after 10pm 

making a lot of noise.  He believes there should be a curfew. 

iv) Emergency alerts should be broadcast on WHP radio and not a station 

that plays young people’s music. 

v) National Night out is a good thing and the idea should be more accepted 

every other day of the year. 



vi) Youth on motorbikes and atv are a danger and a nuisance.  Local police 

should team up with the state police to do something about it. 

 

8. Council comments  

 

A. Deardorff   

i) Thank you for all that helped to create and distribute the Planning 

Commission community survey. 

ii) Thank you to Vicky Dougherty and all the Lions that secured the grant of 

$14,000 to help pay for the Little Valley Park project. 

 

9. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

i) A motion was made by Armbruster to pay the bills.  It was seconded V 

Shaw.  There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

10.  Adjournment 

 

i) A motion was made by Armbruster to adjourn the meeting at 7:18pm.  It 

was seconded by Stokes and voted in favor unanimously.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth 

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 
 



Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

July 6, 2021 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

 A.  July 6, 2021 Council President David Deardorff called the Borough 

Council to order at 6:30 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a moment of 

silence. 

 

 B.  Roll Call 

  

 Heffelfinger was the only council member absent as was the Mayor.  Also in 

attendance were Ramper and Solicitor Wendaur via Zoom. 

 

2. Action on the minutes from the June 7, 2021 Council Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by Dry, second by V Shaw, motion carried 

 

3.  Action on the minutes from the June 21, 2021 Caucus Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by Armbruster, second by V Shaw, motion carried 

 

4.   Citizen comments on agenda items 

 

 Stephen Garisto of 2531 Boas commented on agenda item D saying that he 

doesn’t believe Council should do business with the Teamsters.  “They are more 

trouble than they’re worth”. 

 

5. Reports 

 

 A.  Mayor – Chief Hogarth provided Council with the June 2021 Police 

Reports.   

 

 B.  Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for June 2021.  

A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by N Shaw to accept the report.  

It was voted on unanimously. 

 

 C.  Manager Hogarth – The Borough has received the first of two payments 

from the ARPA grant in the amount of $156,218.80.  There is a new small cell bill 



introduced in the PA House which may affect our zoning ordinance, if passed.  The 

County Land Bank may soon take possession of the Veltor Products building at the 

July 19 Tax Sale.  Woody waste collection will be moved to the last Thursday of 

the month at the request of Harrisburg City.  Hogarth and the PW staff are working 

on getting the sealed bid advertisement and salt shed design ready.  Chad Saylor 

was recently appointed to fill the vacancy as a county commissioner replacing Jeff 

Haste. 

 

D.  Solicitor – Wendaur advised that due to the Commonwealth’s emergency 

declaration ending, council quorums must be met by in-person attendance.  Voting 

remotely can still happen if the in-person quorum is satisfied.  Also, a recent law 

was signed by the governor requiring meeting agendas to be posted no later than 

24 hours prior to a meeting. 

 

 E.  STEMS – No report 

 

 F.  Fire Chief – Chief Lacher read the report.  In addition, a grant has been 

awarded with which 5 new sets of turn-out gear has been purchased.  The FD 

would like to pursue a gaming grant through the county and requested a letter of 

support from the Borough, which it will provide 

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Council President Deardorff read the codes report 

 

  ii. Public Safety – EMC Zwigart reminded Council that Stokes and    

V Shaw and N Shaw are this month’s Order of Succession members. He would 

like EMA staff to walk with officers and elected officials during National Night 

Out.   

   

  iii. Parks and Property – Chairman Stokes reported that the summer 

parks program has reached the half way point and has been a success so far with 31 

children in attendance. 

 

  iv. Public Works – N Shaw read the report  

  

  v. Personnel – Dry mentioned agenda item D in which Council will be 

voting to accept the proposed collective bargaining agreement with the police 

officers. 

 



  vi. Community and Government – V Shaw reported that the book bag 

program has started and will accept monetary or supply donations up until Aug 1.  

Applications are due by July 16 and they will be distributed on Aug 10.  The 

Church of God community event was a success with approximately 250 attendees.  

The group distributing food in the Church of God parking lot will move that date 

from the third Saturday of the month to the second Saturday.  Last month they 

distributed food to 42 families.  National Night Out is Tuesday Aug 3 from 6p-8p.  

Hopefully all elected officials will join the police officers in walking around the 

borough visiting with neighbors.  The Sound the Alarm event continues to be a 

success as the Red Cross continues to forward requests they receive to have smoke 

detectors installed in homes throughout the borough. 

 

vii. Budget –Armbruster distributed a revenue and expense report for 

all borough funds.  Also, the budget meeting schedule is out and will 

start on Aug 9 with Codes and the fire department. 

 

  viii. Authority –Dry presented Council with a year-end summary 

report of SWA business. 

 

  ix. Planning Commission – Stokes reported that the survey was 

returned by 29 residents and those have been entered into a drawing to win cash 

prizes that were donated by Armbruster.  Names were assigned numbers which 

were drawn by Stokes as follows:  3
rd

 prize of $50.00 was number 19.  2
nd

 prize of 

$75.00 was number 15.  And 1
st
 prize of $100.00 was number 8.  Those individuals 

will be announced at the August meeting.  The Planning Commission will continue 

to accept surveys but the chance at the prize drawing is now closed. 

 

6. New Business 

 

 A.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the appointment of Mr. 

Karl Rapp as a member of the Penbrook Fire Police.  A motion to accept was made 

by Deardorff and seconded by Armbruster.  There was no discussion and the 

motion carried.  The Mayor was not in attendance so Mr. Rapp will be sworn in at 

a later date. 

 

 B.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the East Harrisburg 

Cemetery sewer line easement.  A motion to accept was made by Dry and 

seconded by Stokes.  There were no comments.  The motion carried. 

 



 C.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the abolishment of the 

Penbrook Fire Marshal.  A motion to approve was made by Armbruster and 

seconded by N Shaw.  There was no discussion and the motion carried. 

 

 D.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the Collective Bargaining 

Agreement between the Borough and the Teamsters Union on behalf of the police 

department.  A motion to approve was made by Dry and seconded by Armbruster.  

There was no discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 E.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table directing the Civil Service 

Commission to create an eligibility list of full time police applicants.  A motion to 

approve was made by Armbruster and seconded by Deardorff.  There was no 

discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

 F.  A motion is need to approve, reject or table the purchase of body and car 

cameras under a costars contract from Brite Computers.  A motion to approve was 

made by V Shaw and seconded by Stokes.  Ramper asked the total cost of the 

quote which Hogarth said it was $32,104.62 but then after the first year there 

would be a recurring cost for maintenance and cloud storage of approximately 

$4,800 per year.  Hogarth’s recommendation would be to deposit money into the 

Police Fund and draw from there for the yearly expense rather than taking from the 

General Fund.  Ramper asked if there were grants available, which there have not 

been for over a year.  Deardorff said that this was being taken from the CARES 

grant received last year.  There were no other comments and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 

7.  Visitors to be heard 

 

 A.  Clyde Bateman of 2615 Boas 

 

i.  Annoyed by all the fireworks especially those set off at 

inconvenient hours 

ii.  How many cars can be parked on someone’s property before 

something is done and nothing has been done about car belonging to 

deceased person 

iii.  There was a camper that was on the street but now it’s not there 

but if these problems occurred on borough property it would be taken 

care of right away 

 



 B.  Steve Garisto of 2531 Boas 

 

  i.  Also annoyed by fireworks and the ordinance should be posted in 

the newsletter so more people are aware of the law 

  ii.  Motorbikes driven by children and curfew are also a big problem 

and educating the public is important in reducing the incidents 

  iii.  WHP radio should be listed as a station on which important 

announcements are made 

 

 C.  Christine Clark of 314 301/2 St 

  i.  Thank you to Karl Knapp for joining the Penbrook Fire Police 

 

8. Council comments  

 

 A.  Dry 

  i.  She agrees with citizen comments and concerns over the loud, 

explosive type fireworks 

 

 B.  Armbruster 

  i.  To comment made by Garisto regarding radio stations in 

newsletter, the station is listed and he will point out after the meeting. 

   

 C.  N Shaw 

  i.  Thank you to Karl Knapp for volunteering to serve as a fire police 

member 

  ii.  Thank you to the Penbrook Fire Department for their efforts in 

opening the fire house to the community as well as their efforts to move forward 

with the business and operational efficiency of the department. 

 

 D.  V Shaw 

  i.  Thank you to the Public Works staff for battling the heat during a 

busy month of calls and projects 

 

 E.  Deardorff 

  i.  Thank you to Karl Knapp for volunteering as a fire police member 

 

 

 

 

 



9. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Armbruster to pay the bills.  It was seconded           

N Shaw.  There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

10. Adjournment 

 

 A motion was made by Stokes to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 pm.  It was 

seconded by N Shaw and voted in favor unanimously.  

 

11. Executive Session 

 

 Armbruster requested an executive session to discuss a personnel issue.  

That was convened at 7:36 pm and adjourned at 7:45 pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth 

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 



Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

August 2, 2021 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

 A.  August 2, 2021 Council President David Deardorff called the Borough 

Council to order at 6:33pm followed by a salute to the flag and a prayer offered by 

Pastor Halliday. 

 

 B.  Roll Call 

  

 Heffelfinger was the only council member absent as was the Mayor.  Also in 

attendance were Ramper and Solicitor Wendaur via Zoom. 

 

2. Action on the minutes from the July 6, 2021 Council Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by V Shaw, second by Dry, motion carried 

 

3.  Action on the minutes from the July 19, 2021 Caucus Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by V Shaw, second by Armbruster, motion carried 

 

4.   Citizen comments on agenda items 

 

 None 

 

5. Reports 

 

 A.  Mayor – Chief Hogarth provided Council with the July 2021 Police 

Reports.   

 

 B.  Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for July 2021.  

A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by N Shaw to accept the report.  

It was voted on unanimously. 

 

 C.  Manager Hogarth – An update on the salt shed was given.  The insurance 

company wants to consult with a contractor to determine complete versus partial 

repair. 

 



D.  Solicitor – No report 

 

 E.  STEMS – No report 

 

 F.  Fire Chief – Chief Clark reported the new engine is now in PA and will 

be at Glick for upfitting for a few weeks.  Members have been cleaning the engine 

bay for National Night Out and the corn hole tournament was a partial success but 

the fire department wants to address council at the next caucus meeting about re-

locating to community park next year. 

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Council President Deardorff read the codes report 

 

  ii. Public Safety – EMC Zwigart reminded Council that V Shaw and 

N Shaw and Heffelfinger are this month’s Order of Succession members. Ramper 

said he would fill in if needed. Tomorrow night is National Night Out and EMA 

staff will be doing foot patrol with members of the police department to engage 

with the community and hand out some relevant materials.   

   

  iii. Parks and Property – Chairman Stokes reported that the summer 

parks program was a success but will wait until the next meeting for a full update 

when all the stats are in and the Mayor is in attendance. 

 

  iv. Public Works – N Shaw read the report  

  

  v. Personnel – No report 

 

  vi. Community and Government – V Shaw reported that the bookbag 

handouts will be on August 10
th
 from 6pm until 8pm.  Deadline for article 

submission to the fall newsletter is also Aug 10
th

. 

 

vii. Budget –Armbruster distributed a revenue and expense report for 

all borough funds.   

 

  viii. Authority –Dry reported that there are more than one hundred 

properties that are delinquent on storm water payments some going back to 2017.  

The SWA will be discussing the next steps in collecting at this month’s meeting on 

August 18
th
. 

 



  ix. Planning Commission – Stokes announced the winners of the prize 

drawing for the survey submissions.  They are:  third place, winning $50.00, Gary 

Horner.  Second place at $75.00 was Mark Miller, and the first place winner of 

$100.00 was Shelly Heinbaugh.  Thanks to all who responded with the survey and 

thank you to the donor of the prize money. 

 

6. New Business 

 

 A.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the appointment of Mr. 

Thomas Leach as a member of the Penbrook Fire Police.  A motion to approve 

made by V Shaw and seconded by Deardorff.  Motion carried. 

 

 B.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table Resolution 2021-10 for the 

disposal of the attached list of municipal records in accordance with the 

Commonwealth’s municipal records disposal policy with an approximate cost of 

$800.00.  A motion to approve made by Armbruster and seconded by Dry.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 C.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the generator service 

contract with the Winter Engine Generator Company of York.  A motion to 

approve was made by Armbruster and seconded by N Shaw.  Ramper asked 

Solicitor Wendaur if the cost had to be in the agenda item.  Wendaur opined that it 

did not since the cost was given to council at the July Caucus meeting and the 

contract was provided to Council prior to the meeting.  The cost, stated by Public 

Works Sup, Nate Bragunier is $675.00 annually which is a savings of $200/year.  

The motion carried. 

 

 D.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the proposal for IT and 

computer services upgrade offered by Millersburg Information Services.  A motion 

to approve was made by V Shaw and seconded by Deardorff.  Ramper asked if the 

large monitor for the codes officer was removed.  Armbruster said he believed it’s 

a necessary item.  Ramper asked if there were other bids sought.  Deardorff said 

no.  Solicitor Wendaur confirmed that this is covered under professional services.  

V Shaw said in the past MIS was forced to service equipment because of outside 

purchases which is neither typical nor expected of IT professionals.  The motion 

carried with 6 yes votes and Ramper voting no. 

 

  

 

 



7.  Visitors to be heard 

 

 

 A.  Clyde Bateman of 2615 Boas 

 

i.  Asked about the progress of the mural for the back wall of the 

borough building.  Stokes reported that an artist has finally been 

selected and work should begin soon. 

ii.  Asked the location of NNO.  Deardorff said there will be no 

gathering rather police officers, elected officials and EMA staff will 

be walking throughout the borough engaging with the community at 

their door steps. 

iii.  Again, brought up concern of abandoned vehicle of a deceased 

resident. 

 

 B.  Pastor Mark Halliday of 2735 Canby 

 

  i.  The latest food distribution event served 52 households 

ii  He and some of his congregants plan on walking throughout the 

borough praying at houses and leaving a door hanger notifying the 

resident that they did so. 

 

 

8. Council comments 

 

 A.  Ramper 

  i.  Received a call from Donna Zimmerman about cars speeding and 

not stopping at the stop signs near her business.  The Chief will reach out to her 

immediately. 

  

   

9. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Dry to pay the bills.  It was seconded by V Shaw.  

There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

 



10. Adjournment 

 

 A motion was made by N Shaw to adjourn the meeting at 7:10pm.  It was 

seconded by Armbruster and voted in favor unanimously.  

 

11. Executive Session:  Called into session at 7:14pm regarding a personnel 

issue and adjourned at 7:24pm 

 

  

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth 

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 



Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

September 7, 2021 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

 A.  September 7, 2021 Council President David Deardorff called the 

Borough Council to order at 6:32 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a moment 

of silence. 

 

2. Roll Call 

  

 A.  All were present except Ramper.  The solicitor attended via Zoom. 

 

3. Action on the minutes from the August 2, 2021 Council Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by V Shaw, second by Dry, motion carried 

 

4.  Action on the minutes from the August 16, 2021 Caucus Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by Armbruster, second by V Shaw, motion carried 

 

5.   Citizen comments on agenda items 

 

 None 

 

6. Reports 

 

 A.  Mayor – The Mayor provided Council with the August 2021 Police 

Reports and the Chief briefed Council on the on-going Civil Service hiring 

process.  Lt. Foltz is conducting backgrounds on the remaining two applicants and 

the plan is to have at least the number 1 applicant at the September Caucus 

meeting.  

 

 B.  Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for August 

2021.  A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by N Shaw to accept the 

report.  It was voted on unanimously. 

 

 

 



 C.  Manager Hogarth  

 

i.  The public works trucks will soon be in service.  The pick up truck 

is ready at Hoffman Ford and will be taken to the upfitter next week. 

ii.  The Tri-County Regional Planning Commission is asking for local 

governments to nominate a representative.  The information was emailed to 

all council members for consideration. 

iii.  Dauphin Co DCED provided a nationwide resource for storm 

cleanup needs.  The clearinghouse works to consolidate efforts locally to 

those who need it. 

 

D.  Solicitor – The Zoning Hearing Board is down to 1 member and 1 

alternate.  Please think about individuals who may be interested or the Borough 

may have to consider using an outside resource.  Also, with the Ward 1A vacancy, 

Council should be considering who could fill that position as well. 

 

 E.  STEMS – No report 

 

 F.  Fire Chief – No report but wanted to pass along their thanks to Council 

for their help and attendance with the new engine dedication and event. 

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Council President Deardorff read the codes report 

 

  ii. Public Safety – EMC Zwigart reminded Council that N Shaw and 

Deardorff and Armbruster are this month’s Order of Succession members.  The 

County’s hazard mitigation plan is complete and will be on the September Caucus 

meeting agenda for discussion so that it can be voted for adoption in October. 

   

  iii. Parks and Property – Chairman Stokes reported that the mural is 

complete and wanted to thank everyone that helped.  The final report for the 

Summer Program will soon be available and will be sent to everyone at that time. 

 

  iv. Public Works – N Shaw read the report 

  

  v. Personnel – No report 

 

  vi. Community and Government – V Shaw reported that the bookbag 

surplus supplies were given to both the Head Start and Southside Schools.  The 



movie night was a success with approximately 50 to 70 viewers.  There is $656.00 

left in the event budget which can go to the Halloween event which is to be on 

10/30 from 2pm until 5pm. 

 

vii. Budget –Armbruster distributed a revenue and expense report for 

all borough funds and noted that the July interest revenue is reflected 

in these figures.   

 

  viii. Authority –Dry reported that the SWA voted to send the 2017 

delinquent accounts to Sheriff’s sale and will continue to discuss those from 2018 

through 2020. 

 

  ix. Planning Commission – Stokes reported that they had a table at the 

Fire Department event and were able to get several more community surveys. 

 

7. New Business 

 

 A.  A motion is needed to accept, reject or table the resignation of Officer 

Robin Bloss after 37 years of part time service.  A motion to accept made by Dry 

and seconded by N Shaw.  Motion carried. 

 

 B.  A motion is needed to accept, reject or table the resignation of Patricia 

Gallagher from the Zoning Hearing Board effective August 30, 2021.  A motion to 

accept made by Armbruster and seconded by V Shaw.  Motion carried. 

 

 C.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the resignation of James 

Crum from the Zoning Hearing Board effective May 10, 2021.  A motion to accept 

was made by Armbruster and seconded by N Shaw.  Motion carried. 

 

 D.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the handicapped parking 

request made by Mr. Robert Noss for 128 S 28
th
 Street.  A motion to reject for 

failure to meet all the requirements of the ordinance was made by Armbruster and 

seconded by N Shaw.  The motion carried. 

 

 E.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the proposal submitted by 

G.E. Gemmill for thermoplastic application of intersection markings for a cost of 

$4,553.96.  A motion to approve was made by Armbruster and seconded by Dry.  

The motion carried. 

 



 F.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the Penbrook Fire 

Department event to be held at Community Park in July 2022 including a 

temporary permit to serve alcohol.  A motion to approve was made by Dry and 

seconded by N Shaw.  The motion carried. 

 

 G.  The Manager presented Council with the 2022 Minimum Municipal 

Obligations for both the Police Pension and Non-Uniform Pension plans which are 

$40,697.00 and $54,527.00 respectively. 

 

8.  Visitors to be heard 

 

 A.  Mr and Mrs. Whisonant of 510 S. 29
th

 reported getting several feet of 

water in their basement as a result of Hurricane Ida last Wednesday.  They wanted 

to know what if anything the Borough could do so they stop getting sewer backups.   

 

 B.  Steve Garisto of 2531 Boas 

  i.  Upset that the Mayor hasn’t been at the last couple meetings 

  ii.  Complained about fireworks and illegal vehicles on the roadway 

such as mini-bikes and atv’s.  Believes that if a notice is put in the newsletter that 

we will have fewer problems 

  iii.  Concerned that WHP isn’t listed in the newsletter for a broadcast 

resource of emergencies in the borough. 

 

 C.  Peggy Miller of 5943 Devonshire Heights Rd. 

  i.  Wanted to congratulate the FD on their new engine 

  ii.  Reported she learned some history regarding the section of Union 

St near her old home  

  iii.  Reminded everyone, concerning Garisto’s first complaint, that the 

Mayor is not required to attend meetings. 

 

 D.  Clyde Bateman of 2615 Boast 

  i.  The grass is too long at 2610 Boas 

  ii.  The vehicle once owned by the deceased person is still parked on 

the street across from his house 

  iii.  He called the police to complain about the three vehicles parked 

against traffic and the officer didn’t issue any tickets. 

 

 

 

 



9. Council comments  

 

 A.  Armbruster thanked everyone for the mural, particularly Council persons 

Stokes and Vicki Shaw 

   

 B.  Vicki Shaw thanked everyone involved in the Little Valley Parks 

Program that contributed to the many volunteer hours as well as everyone else that 

donates time and services to the borough. 

 

 C.  Deardorff 

  i.  Thanked Officer Bloss for his many years of service 

  ii.  Thanked the Parks Committee and Sprocket Mural Works for the 

beautiful mural 

  iii.  Thanked everyone involved with the events of August 28
th
 

including the Fire Department’s engine dedication, the Walk With A Doc event 

and the family movie night 

    

10. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Armbruster to pay the bills.  It was seconded           

N Shaw.  There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

11. Adjournment 

 

 A motion was made by N Shaw to adjourn the meeting at 7:43 pm.  It was 

seconded by Dry and voted in favor unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth 

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 



Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

October 4, 2021 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

 A.  October 4, 2021 Council President David Deardorff called the Borough 

Council to order at 6:30 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a prayer offered by 

Pastor Halliday. 

 

2. Roll Call 

  

 A.  All were present except Ramper.  The solicitor attended via Zoom. 

 

3. Action on the minutes from the September 7, 2021 Council Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by Armbruster, second by V Shaw, motion carried 

 

4.  Action on the minutes from the September 20, 2021 Caucus Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by Armbruster, second by V Shaw, motion carried 

 

5.   Citizen comments on agenda items 

 

 None 

 

6. Reports 

 

 A.  Mayor – The Mayor provided Council with the September 2021 Police 

Reports and the stats from the PennDOT grant traffic details.  

 

 B.  Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for September 

2021.  A motion was made by Dry and seconded by N Shaw to accept the report.  

It was voted on unanimously. 

 

 C.  Manager Hogarth  

i.  Police officer candidate Travis Norton passed his background 

investigation and physical.  He’ll take his psychological tomorrow which is 

the final step of the conditional offer. 



ii.  Most of the emails have been merged to the MS365 format.  Once 

everyone is merged and training is given, council documents will be placed 

on OneDrive rather than emailed to elected and appointed officials 

iii.  We’re working with Harrisburg City staff to resolve 

communication issues that exist when residents try to report trash collection 

issues. 

iv.  Todd Zwigart reported that Mr. Rehab concluded their inspection 

of sewer lines around the 29th and Banks Streets area.  There weren’t any 

major issues found but their video, when received, will be sent to Rettew for 

an engineer’s assessment. 

 

D.  Solicitor – The proposed changes to the wireless communications 

ordinance have been made and will be distributed to Council soon.  This will be an 

October Caucus meeting agenda item for further discussion.  

 

 E.  STEMS – No report 

 

 F.  Fire Chief – Deardorff read the Chief’s report 

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Council President Deardorff read the codes report 

 

  ii. Public Safety – EMC Zwigart reminded Council that Deardorff,  

Dry and Armbruster are this month’s Order of Succession members.  There are two 

trainings offered by the county this month and both are in person.  One is on 

weather events and the other on aircraft incidents. 

   

  iii. Parks and Property – No report 

 

  iv. Public Works – The report was not submitted due to illness   

  

  v. Personnel – No report 

 

  vi. Community and Government – V Shaw reported there will be two 

clean up events in the near future.  Ralph E Jones is sponsoring on this Saturday 

and the Leo’s will be doing one on the 17th.  Planning for the Halloween party 

continues. 

 



vii. Budget –Armbruster distributed a revenue and expense report for 

all borough funds and noted that a large portion of the total expenses 

were from the debt service payment and pension MMO’s.   

 

  viii. Authority –Dry reported that the SWA continues to discuss the 

handling of delinquent payments and liens.  The basin project is underway with 

engineer site assessments. 

 

  ix. Planning Commission – Stokes reported that the commission 

discussed the ZHB timeline and allowance for applications to be considered.  They 

will be looking at proactive changes to ordinances rather than waiting for 

conditional use apps to be filed. 

 

7. New Business 

 

 A.  A motion is needed to accept, reject or table allowing Rettew 

Engineering to submit a Local Community Block Grant for an infrastructure 

project including 4 new manholes, 600 feet of sewer line, 2 ADA ramps and 

paving for an approximate cost of $3,000 for the grant preparation.  A motion to 

accept made by Dry and seconded by Armbruster.  Motion carried. 

 

 B.  A motion is needed to accept, reject or table the one-year contract 

proposal from Atlantic Transportation Systems Inc. for the repair and maintenance 

of the borough’s traffic signals.  The contract would start January 1, 2022.  A 

motion to accept made by N Shaw and seconded by Stokes.  Motion carried. 

 

 C.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the ten-year Comcast 

Franchise Agreement as prepared by the Cohen Law Group.  The agreement would 

be effective on the date fully executed by both parties.  A motion to table was 

made by V Shaw but was not seconded.  A motion to accept was made by N Shaw 

and seconded by Deardorff.  Motion carried. 

 

 D.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table Resolution 2021-11 

adopting the Dauphin County Hazard Mitigation Plan.  A motion to approve was 

made by Armbruster and seconded by V Shaw.  The motion carried. 

 

 E.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table Resolution 2021-12 

recognizing retired Officer Robin Bloss for his 41 years of service to the 

community.  A motion to approve was made by Dry and seconded by Deardorff.  

The motion carried. 



8.  Visitors to be heard 

 

 A.  Steve Garisto of 2531 Boas asked if the four issues he brought up at last 

month’s meeting can be posted in the next newsletter.  Deardorff said that was 

possible if there was space. 

 

 B.  Clyde Bateman of 2615 Boas St. said he noticed property maintenance is 

being done at 2612 Boas.  The previous owner had died, and that person’s vehicle 

has remained on the street.  Bateman would like the car removed and hopes that 

someone now owns the car if the property is being cared for. 

 

 C.  Pastor Mark Halliday 2735 Canby 

  i.  Mountain Be Removed Ministry donated food to 57 families during 

last month’s event but will not have an October distribution because of travel. 

  ii.  The damaged steps were to be fixed but the repair requires an 

engineer’s review which caused the contractor to cancel the work.  They are now 

back to searching for an engineer and contractor. 

  iii.  The church will be participating in the Borough’s Halloween 

party. 

 

9. Council comments - No Comments 

    

10. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Dry to pay the bills.  It was seconded Stokes.  

Armbruster asked about a check written from the general fund for zero 

dollars and a check written from the MSW fund for five dollars.  Manager 

Hogarth reported that he would have to check on both and report at a later 

date.  There was no further discussion and the motion to pay the bills carried 

unanimously. 

 

11. Adjournment 

 

 A motion was made by N Shaw to adjourn the meeting at 7:08 pm.  It was 

seconded by Armbruster and voted in favor unanimously.  

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

Joseph HogarthBorough  

Manager and Municipal Secretary 



Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

November 1, 2021 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

 A.  November 1, 2021 Council President David Deardorff called the 

Borough Council to order at 6:30 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a prayer 

offered by Pastor Halliday. 

 

2. Roll Call 

  

 A.  All were present except the Mayor.  Ramper, the solicitor and manager 

Hogarth attended via Zoom. 

 

3. Action on the minutes from the October 4, 2021 Council Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by V Shaw, second by Stokes, motion carried 

 

4.  Action on the minutes from the October 18, 2021 Caucus Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by Dry, second by Stokes, motion carried 

 

5.   Citizen comments on agenda items 

 

 None 

 

6. Reports 

 

 A.  Mayor – Chief Hogarth provided Council with the October 2021 Police 

Reports.  

 

 B.  Treasurer – Manager Hogarth read the Treasurer’s report for October 

2021.  A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by Dry to accept the 

report.  It was voted on unanimously. 

 

 C.  Manager Hogarth reported that he is working with the Dauphin County 

Treasurer’s Office to rectify the delinquent tax collection reporting issue that is 

causing an unbalance of fund postings. 

 



D.  Solicitor – No report  

 

 E.  STEMS – No report 

 

 F.  Fire Chief – No report 

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Council President Deardorff read the codes report 

 

  ii. Public Safety – EMC Zwigart reminded Council that Dry, 

Armbruster and Deardorff are this month’s Order of Succession members.  The 

county conducted an aircraft incident training and Armbruster attended a sky warn 

weather event.  The Borough recently received its approval letter for the adoption 

of the hazard mitigation plan.  This is needed when applying for grants. 

   

  iii. Parks and Property – There will be a Walk with a Doc event 

Saturday November 13th at Reservoir Park at 11am.  The Parks Subcommittee has 

partnered with the Greenbelt to help maintain the section between Penbrook and 

Paxtang. 

 

  iv. Public Works – Report read   

  

  v. Personnel – No report 

 

  vi. Community and Government – V Shaw reported:  

 

The Halloween event was a success and a budget surplus will 

allow for funding for the year-end holiday event.  There were 

approximately 90 volunteer hours that went into putting the event 

together 

 

The Lions will be hosting a pancake breakfast Nov 13th  

 

The deadline for article submission to the newsletter is Nov 10th 

 

Decisions regarding the holiday event and tree lighting will 

hopefully be finalized so it can be shared in the newsletter 

 



The Capital Area Headstart has a stone from when the building 

was the Penbrook School.  The historical society would like the stone 

but needs suggestions as to where it should be displayed.  

 

vii. Budget –Armbruster distributed a revenue and expense report for 

all borough funds.  The next budget meeting is next Monday the 8th at 

6:30 pm   

 

  viii. Authority –Dry reported about the many projects the SWA has 

coming up including the inlet project and basin construction.  The SWA has been 

working with the East Harrisburg Cemetery to identify grave sites to be avoided 

with the upcoming project.  There is also a focus on public education initiatives 

which include a visit to St. Margaret Mary School for Earth Day. 

 

  ix. Planning Commission – Stokes reported that the commission 

would like to have a town hall meeting this coming Spring to solicit feedback from 

the community regarding the comprehensive plan and the commission’s focus.  

The Thanksgiving holiday will cause a change to this month’s meeting.  The 

meeting is scheduled for Tuesday the 23rd at 6:30 pm 

 

7. New Business 

 

 A.  A motion is needed to accept, reject or table the 2022 meeting dates and 

times.  A motion to accept made by N Shaw and seconded by Stokes.  Armbruster 

asked why the zoning hearing board met at 7pm and all others at 6:30pm.  There 

was no response offered.  The motion to approve carried with Armbruster a no 

vote. 

 

 B.  A motion is needed to accept, reject or table the LEO’s use of the 

borough owned parcel at 32nd and George Streets for the purpose of having a 

community garden.  A motion to accept made by Armbruster and seconded by 

Stokes.  Ramper asked about agreements and stipulations regarding stormwater 

mitigation and replacing grass when the garden is no longer there.  Deardorff said 

the motion is simply to approve the use so that the organization can start to put 

those plans in place.  Details mentioned along with expenses for water hook up and 

use will have to be addressed by the LIONS and LEOS and brought to Council 

before the project is started.  Motion carried. 

 

 C.  There are two pending reservation requests for renting the community 

room.  At a recent meeting council was advised of damages resulting in a group 



rental along with a staff request to suspend all rentals in the future.  Council 

decided that until a policy can be decided on, requests should be brought before 

Council for a decision.  A motion to approve the reservations was made by N Shaw 

but it was not seconded.  A motion was then made by Ramper to table any 

reservation request until a new policy can be written.  That motion was seconded 

by Deardorff.  Motion carried. 

 

 D.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table an agreement with the 

Cohen Law Group to re-write the Borough’s wireless ordinance to comply with 

Act 50.  A motion to reject was made by Armbruster and seconded by V Shaw. 

Wendaur, who will remain the Borough’s solicitor until a new solicitor is 

appointed, said he can complete the revisions so there is no need for the agreement 

with the Cohen Law Group.  The motion carried. 

 

8.  Visitors to be heard 

 

A. Pastor Mark Halliday of 2735 Canby St reported that the damaged steps 

at the church have not yet been fixed.  He was told the repair would 

require an engineer’s drawings.  When they consulted two engineers, one 

said there was no drawing required and the other didn’t respond to the 

request.  He also expressed concerns about the answers given regarding a 

handicap ramp where the church’s sidewalk meets Elm St at Canby St.  

Borough officials told the church several months ago that repairs would 

have to meet ADA requirements.   

 

B.  Samonia Whisonant of 510 S 29th St commented that her food 

distribution ministry is looking for long-term sponsors for food and other 

donations.  They are also looking for one Penbrook family to be the recipient 

of their annual Operation Christmas Miracle event.  The ministry provides 

each member of the family with Christmas gifts or money with which the 

parents can buy for the children and each other.  The event also provides 

food for a meal.  She would need nominations prior to the middle of 

November. 

 

C.  Clyde Bateman of 2615 Boas St. said he noticed property maintenance is 

being done at 2612 Boas St.  The previous owner had died, and that person’s 

vehicle has remained on the street.  Bateman would like the car removed and 

hopes that someone now owns the car if the property is being cared for. 

 

 



  

9. Council comments 

 

i. Dry thanked everyone for attending the meeting 

ii. V Shaw thanked everyone for the many hours, money and candy 

donations that went into the Halloween event 

iii. Deardorff reminded everyone that the Property of Merit award 

ceremony will be held on November 18th starting at 7 pm. He also 

thanked Officers Leggore, Aquiler and Norton for assisting an elderly 

lady and her special needs grandson.  The officers helped the two after 

she was injured.  They made sure she received treatment, got both 

home safely and helped put groceries away. 

    

10. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Dry to pay the bills and seconded by V Shaw.  

Motion carried 

 

11. Adjournment 

 

 A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by N Shaw to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:40 pm and move into an executive session to discuss both a legal and 

personnel matter.  The executive session was adjourned at 7:47 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

Joseph Hogarth  

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 



Penbrook Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

December 6, 2021 

 

 

1. Call to order 

  

 A.  December 6th, 2021 Council President David Deardorff called the 

Borough Council to order at 6:30 pm followed by a salute to the flag and a prayer 

offered by Pastor Halliday. 

 

2. Roll Call 

  

 A.  All elected officials were present.  The Mayor and Ramper attended via 

zoom.  The manager was absent. 

 

3. Action on the minutes from the November 1, 2021 Council Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by Armbruster, second by N Shaw, motion carried 

 

4.  Action on the minutes from the November 15, 2021 Caucus Meeting 

 

 Motion to accept by Dry , second by Armbruster, motion carried 

 

5. Public Hearing for citizen comments regarding a proposed amendment to 

Ordinance 238-49 Levy of Tax.  There were no citizen comments on the proposed 

ordinance change for the property tax increase of one-half mill. 

 

6.   Citizen comments on agenda items 

 

 None 

 

7. Reports 

 

 A.  Mayor provided Council with the November 2021 Police Reports 

 

 B.  Treasurer – Council President Deardorff read the Treasurer’s report for 

November 2021.  A motion was made by Armbruster and seconded by N Shaw to 

accept the report.  It was voted on unanimously. 

 

 C.  Manager – No report as the manager was absent 



 

D.  Solicitor – No report  

 

 E.  STEMS – A representative from STEMS gave a monthly report 

 

 F.  Fire Chief – Deardorff read the fire chief’s report.  Steve Murphy is now 

the Fire Chief.  The department Christmas party is Dec 11th and all council 

members and spouses are invited.  Deardorff will disseminate the report when he 

gets it electronically. 

 

 G.  Committees 

 

  i. Codes – Council President Deardorff read the codes report 

 

ii. Public Safety – EMC Zwigart reminded Council that Dry, 

Deardorff and Ramper are this month’s Order of Succession members.  

Todd will be sending an email with all the county training in 2022.   

   

iii. Parks and Property – The Elm Street Station Park has been 

nominated for a Dauphin County Premier Projects Award.  The parks 

sub committee will be meeting on Wednesday and will be discussing 

the partnership with the greenbelt 

 

  iv. Public Works – Report read   

  

v. Personnel – No report but there will be an executive session to 

discuss a legal matter 

 

  vi. Community and Government – V Shaw reported:  

 

The property of merit event was a success as was the manna 

food drive.  This past Saturday was the Christmas Tree lighting and 

many helped or donated time and supplies to make it happen.  There 

were approximately $490 in expenses from the tree lighting event that 

V Shaw will be submitting for reimbursement.  Dec 9th the Lions are 

celebrating 75 years.  Dec 18th Santa will be arriving in the borough 

on the fire truck.  Jan 1st the Lions will be serving soup and chili. 

 

 



vii. Budget –Armbruster thanked everyone for their work on 

controlling expenses for the new budget and for most residents there 

will be not much of a tax increase in 2022 because sewer rates are 

proposed to decrease to offset the proposed half-mill property tax 

increase. 

 

viii. Authority –Dry reported that the engineer is working on the 

cemetery easement so the basin project can proceed. 

 

ix. Planning Commission – Stokes reported there will not be a 

December meeting.  The next meeting, in January, will be organizing 

for the spring community open house where they will continue to get 

input for the 2030 comprehensive plan. 

 

8. New Business 

 

A.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table Ordinance 2021-2 

increasing the general purpose tax on real property from 10.2 mills to 

10.7 mills and the tax for fire protection levied on real property to remain 

at 1 mill.  A motion to approve made by Armbruster and seconded by N 

Shaw.  No discussion.  Carried. 

 

B.  A motion is needed to accept, reject or table Resolution 2021-15 

amending the Class 1 sewer rate from $450.00 to $425.00 annually and 

maintaining the Class II sewer rate at the minimum $500 or $10 per 1000 

gallon usage.  A motion to approve made by Armbruster and seconded by 

Dry.  There was no discussion.  Carried. 

 

C.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table Resolution 2021-16 

maintaining the municipal solid waste collection fee at $285.00 annually.  A 

motion to approve made by Armbruster and seconded by V Shaw.  No 

discussion.  Carried. 

 

D.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the proposed 2022 budget.  

A motion to approve was made by Armbruster and seconded by Stokes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

 



E.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table Resolution 2021-17 

maintaining the employee contribution of one and one-half percent of gross 

pay to the uniform pension plan for all members of the plan.  A motion to 

approve made by Armbruster and seconded by Deardorff.  The motion 

carried. 

 

F.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table and agreement with Mr. 

Rick Levandusky to provide content creation and management of the 

Borough’s web pages and social media accounts for the calendar year of 

2022.  A motion to approve made by Dry and seconded by N Shaw.  Motion 

carried. 

 

G.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table the 2022 agreement with 

the Harrisburg Humane Society.  A motion to approve made by Dry and 

seconded by Stokes.  Motion carried. 

 

H.  A motion is needed to approve or reject the December 18th, 2021 

Christmas toy give-away event conducted by We Serve U of PA.  A motion 

to approve made by V Shaw and seconded by Armbruster.  Motion carried. 

 

I. A motion is needed to approve, reject or table a donation of $3,500 to be 

made from the general fund to Susquehanna Township EMS.  A motion 

to approve was made by N Shaw and seconded by Dry.  Motion carried. 

 

J.  A motion is needed to approve, reject or table Resolution 2021-18 

authorizing the purchase of insurance from the Penn Prime Trust.  A motion 

to approve made by Armbruster and seconded by Deardorff.  Armbruster 

explained the cost savings exploration for insurance coverage, why we used 

to be with Penn Prime and moved away from them to Keystone and the 

move back.  Motion carried. 

 

9.  Visitors to be heard 

 

A. Steve Garisto 2531 Boas St.   

i. Asked about the donation to STEMS.  Council members and 

staff explained the details to Mr. Garisto. 

 

ii. Questioned the newsletters suggestion to follow the CDC’s 

pandemic guidance. 



iii. Still disappointed that WHP radio is not listed for 

emergencies.  V Shaw pointed out where WHP radio is 

listed. 

 

B.  Clyde Bateman of 2615 Boas St. thanked N Shaw in removing the 

abandoned vehicle across the street.  He had suggestions for printing of the 

newsletter as well.  He asked about erecting fencing around properties. 

  

10. Council comments 

 

i. Deardorff thanked all the elected officials and staff for all the work 

with the events that have been happening in the borough. 

    

11. Action on the bills to be paid 

 

A motion was made by Stokes to pay the bills and seconded by V Shaw.  

Motion carried. 

 

12. Adjournment 

 

 A motion was made by N Shaw and seconded by Armbruster to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:30 pm and move into an executive session to discuss both a legal and 

personnel matter.  The executive session was adjourned at 8:00 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted and attested, 

 

 

 

Joseph Hogarth  

Borough Manager and Municipal Secretary 



 

 

 
Penbrook Borough 

Special Council Meeting 
Minutes 

December 13, 2021 
6:30 PM 

   
 

1. Roll Call 
 

 All council members except Ramper were in attendance.  The borough manager 
was absent.  Blain Bargo, Chair of the Storm Water Authority, was also in 
attendance.  

 
 
      2.  New Business 
 

A. This special meeting of the Penbrook Borough Council is called to order to 
interview 3 of the 4 law firms that responded to the request for proposal 
submitted by the borough to find a solicitor for both the Borough and the 
Storm Water Authority. 
 

i. Anne Marie Sossong from Johnson Duffie 
ii. Josh Bonn from Nauman Smith 
iii. Robert Diehl from Caldwell and Kearns 

 
 
      3.  Citizen Comments 
 

  There were no citizen comments 
  
 
      4.  Council comments  
 
             No comments 
 
 
       5.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm 
  
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
Joseph Hogarth 
Borough Secretary 


