
 

 

 
Penbrook Borough 

Caucus Meeting 
Minutes 

January 18, 2022 
6:30 PM 

   
 
1. Call to order and roll call:  President Deardorff called the meeting to order at  
    6:33pm.  All council members except Dry were present. Stokes arrived at 6:38pm.     
 
2.  New Business 
 
 A.  Cathy Kolakowski, representing the JT Dorsey Foundation, attended via 
Zoom to request the use of a portion of Community Park.  The foundation would like to 
run a youth soccer program starting at the end of March on Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 3:30pm until 7:30pm.  Items such as mowing the grass, lining the fields, bathroom 
accessibility and insurance were discussed.  Manager Hogarth will provide the solicitor 
with field use agreements with Paxtang Wilhelm baseball so an agreement can be 
prepared for the Dorsey Foundation.  This will likely be on the February Caucus agenda 
and the March Council for a vote. 
 
 B.  Council was presented with a handicap parking sign request from Mr. Ken 
Provost living at 108 S 28th St.  Mr. Provost has not yet been given a parking placard or 
registration plate by PennDOT, therefore is not yet eligible.  Hogarth told Council that if 
the placard was presented prior to the February 7 meeting the application would be on 
the agenda for consideration, otherwise it would not. 
 
 C. Solicitor Kern advised Council of the laws regarding employee time off due to 
COVID-19.  The Borough is required under Act 17 to provide police officers paid sick 
leave, and at their discretion and by resolution, offer the same benefits to non-uniform 
employees.  Hogarth, Rebecca Ramper, Lt. Foltz and Officer Maley used sick leave in 
December because of Covid.  Hogarth suggested, if Council agreed, that the used sick 
leave could just be put back into the employee accruals.  A proposed resolution will 
likely be on the February agenda. 
 
 D. Michaila Brady and Gavin Ford, representing the Penbrook Fire Department, 
asked what Council had in mind with the ownership of parcel 49-009-022 which is the 
small triangle lot across from the borough building.  President Deardorff said that parcel 
was sold to the fire department by the borough for one dollar many years ago.  Since 
then, the borough has maintained the property by cutting the grass.  The FD pays the 
stormwater fees.  The borough would like to transfer the property back for one dollar 
and would assume all ownership obligations.  The borough is attempting to get a grant 
for a new electronic sign and would like to locate it on that parcel.  The FD would be 
given access to advertise on the sign.  Brady said she would take that information to the 
FD members and report back to council. 



 

 

3.  Old Business 
 

A.  Manager Hogarth advised Council that the new insurance carrier didn’t 
necessarily advise not to rent borough property but did advise to get the 
proper insurance coverage from the person renting and have the proper 
documentation.  Several council members suggested eliminating leases 
except for agreements with groups such as the Lions/Leos and the fire 
department.  Solicitor Kern is suggesting that Council adopt a resolution, 
stating the suspension of use, regardless of the length of that suspension.  
This will likely be on the February 21 agenda 

 
B.  Solicitor Kern briefed Council on her legal research into whether the borough 

would have to follow the advertising bid process to have the salt shed rebuilt.  
She believes there to be an exception if the structure is built the same size 
and with similar materials.  This was an insurance claim and public funds 
would not be used but paid by the insurance company.  Council requested 
that an agenda item for the February 7 meeting be consideration to proceed 
with getting engineered drawings for the structure. 

   
4.  Citizen Comments 
 
 There were no citizen comments 
 
5.  Council Comments 
 
 Ramper thanked the public works staff for removing the torn and tattered banner 
from the pole on Walnut Street. 
 
  
6.  The public meeting was adjourned at 8:06 pm to move into executive session to 
discuss 2 personnel matters and called to order at 8:10pm. 
 

 
7.  The executive session was adjourned at 9:01pm 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
 
Joseph Hogarth 
Borough Secretary 


